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Butif the Wolld(‘up piqued your
interest, there is good news: The
regular season gets under
thismonth.

Here’s our primer on all you need
toknow to ditch the casual tagand
become a proper football fan.

~Bundesliga

Ok, we're merging two

leagues. But there are clear |

parallels between the two,

“Leagueaka
Big Daddy -

his is the one that top clubs really lust
" after. Qualification for the Champions
League is through a merit-based

which make it somewhat
" understandable| . i
Both are historic football ‘
countries with a proud

system — the top clubs from domestic
European leagues qualify. Most of the
. clubs you've read about until now are
E expected to participate this year,
tradition, but both are one- in what promises to be one of the
club leagues of sorts: Paris most evenly contested editions in
Saint-Germain in France and S recent years
Bayern Munich in Germany.
While PSG has won 12 out |§
of the last 14 league titles, [
,_..qBayern has clinched 13 out
lof the last 14.18
JBoth clubs appear nailed-
on favourites to clinch the
title again this year,

B

Italian Serie A,

Until the mid-2000s, the
Italian league was the jewel in
ootball's crown. But today,
Italian clubs don't have the

English Premier
League

herichest league in the world, the
Premier League, gets its wealth

The English league makes the

most money, but Real Madrid is

the most successful club on the
continent, witharecord 16 i |

thanks to lucrative broadcast deals
All that money power results ina

fldefeating every other team.

Key players

Erling Haaland (Manchester City),
Declan Rice (Arsenal), Bruno
Fernandes (Manchester United),
Morgan Rogers (Chelsea), Dominik
Szoboszlai (Liverpool)

GUIDE

When And Where to Watch
Matches are usually held
on Saturday and Sunday
nights, though mid-
week gamesaren't
uncommon. Most games
tend tobe held inthe
European afternoons, so
make for primetime
viewinginIndia. The
EPL, in particular, will
feature kick-offs
between 5 pmand 12
am, IST. Mid-week
games will startand end
much later, especially in
winter due to the end of
daylightsaving. If you're
interested in those
games, be prepared to
stayuptill 3.30am -

with a cup of strong
coffee and a mind full of
excuses to be used at
work the next day.

The leagues will start
around the third week of
August and will continue
till the end of May 2027.

Different leagues are
broadcast on different
networks. The EPL will
be on Hotstarand Star
Sports,Laligaison
FanCode, Serie Aand
FrenchLigue 1 on GXR,
and the German
Bundesliga will be on
Zee5and Unite8 Sports,
and the Champions
League will be on Sony.

European titles, while Barcelona

has immense pull due to its
history and legacy.;'® ot Y
Breakmgthew duopoly is

inicius Jr (Real Madrid),
lvarez (Atletico Madrid),
\Williams (Athletic Bilbao;

inancial might to keep up
pace with English and
Spanish giants.

oday, the league still ha

~_meaning the only thing |

some interesting matches, but

Wit's known more for being a™
|

retirement hom
past their prime,

lico Paz (Como

/Naomnwm

A list of common terms you can throw around
at your next watch party and impress friends

XG and XA

Official definition:
‘Expected goals' and
‘expected assists’.
Actual meaning: Terms
invented by nerdy fans
who were reading

data instead of
watching football.

Back three,

Official definition: A
formation that uses three
defenders.

Actual meaning: The name
of Manchester United fans’
PTSD after a year of
suffering Ruben

Amorim's tactics.

Amortisation

Official definition: A
player's transfer fee
divided by the length of

the contract.

Actual meaning: Something
most fans learnt about after
Chelsea started handing out
super-lengthy contracts
that may see players enjoy
a comfortable retirement.

FFP/PSR

Official definition:
Financial Fair Play

and Profitand
Sustainability Rules
Actual meaning: A
method to ensure rich
clubs get richer while the
poor get poorer.

Haraamball

Official definition: The
overly defensive tactics of
a ‘safety-first’ manager.
Actual meaning: The
manager is a footballing
terrorist. Unless you
happen to be a fan of the
club, in which case the
term to be used

is ‘sufferball’.

f

Official definition:
Progressive passes per
defensive action.

Actual meaning: Nobody
knows what this is. Feel
free to use it, secure in the
knowledge that nobody
can correct you.

Monaco), Ayyoubh Bouaddi
L|'IIe) Harry Kane Michae
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Not sure which club
to support? These
questions will help
match your vibe with

your tribe
DESCRIBE YOUR IDEAL SUMMER
VACATION

a) You have noidea whatan
ideal vacation is, so you book
20different trips. At least one
of these will be fun.

b) You don't go on vacations.
You convince the vacation
that it deserves you.

) You pour hours into research,
study cloud patterns and
wind behaviour to predict the
weather, but forget to pack
accordingly. You spend two
miserable weeks in the rain.

d)What's a summer vacation
when you'reon holiday 12
monthsayear?

e) Youdon't go anywhere. You
instead think of the great
holidays you used to have 20
years ago.

f) You book an extravagant trip,
beautifully detailed, covering
all your dream spots. You're
told you can't afford it, so you
sleeponafriend’s couch.

IT'S YOUR BEST FRIEND'S BIRTHDAY.
WHAT WILL YOU GET FOR THEM?

a) You find out what everybody
else plans to get, then geta
premium version of the
same thing.

b) You show up. That's the gift.

) You check their Instagram
posts going back five years,
then check in with their
parentsto cross reference
your observations. By the
time you identify the perfect
gift, the birthday is over.

d)They tell you what they want.

@) You get them the same thing
you've been giving them
every year for the past
15 years.

f) You tell them you have
something massive planned.
You spend the party asking
people if they can lend you
some cash.

YOUR TV STOPS WORKING.
You?

a) Immediately buy the
most expensive model
available. You later learn
thatthe old TV simply
wasn't plugged in.

b)Stare atitlong enough
and hard enough that it
comes back to life.

¢) Spend the next several
days on Reddit forums
checking the latest
technology. You reject all
of them because nothing
fits your process.

d)Petition the TV company
tosend you a new model
by convincing them that
it's their fault.

€)Get an older model
because they just
don't make good
TVsanymore.

f) Are told you can't afford
aTV.You sell your house
tobuy one.
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Kulgam Gunman
Killed 2 after Asking
for Personal Details

Preliminary investigation
m into the shootingin Jammu &
# Kashmir's Kulgamrevealed
that the attacker conversed with two
non-local labourers for 10 minutes and
asked personal details before killing
them, Hakeem Irfan Rashid reports.

Justice Bhuyan Bats
for More Transparency
in SC Collegium System

@ Supreme Court judge Justice
ﬁ Ujjal Bhuyan called for grea-
ter transparency in the colle-
giumsystem, saying the failure to
disclose reasons for judicial appoint-
mentsdoesadisservice todeserving

judges and is against the publicinterest.
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| How Do I Count the Tourists in Goa?

As flights and hotel occupancy fail to capture the number of tourists,

DOMESTIC KITTY SWELLS 10.1%

GST Collections Stayon
5% in July

Track,

Going Strong

Rise

20 I GST collections (z Lcr) == YoV growth (%) 15,'4 i
25 02 15
75
20 12
15 9
10 6
05 3
0 0
July 25 Jan'26 July 26
Mopup (?) | YoY growth (%)
Net GST 1.8 Lor | (G
Net domestic 1.2 Ler | RN
Net import 54,223 cr P
Total refunds 29,968 cr
Net (Apr-July) 7221 [[EF]
= Gross (Apr-July) 8.4 Ler [ [UEW

WITH TRANSACTIONS WORTH %30 LAKH (R

UPI Sets July Record on Mass Adoption
Unified Payments Interface seesarecord 23.66 billion trans-
actions worth z29.88 lakh crore in July, rebounding fromadipin
June as smaller-ticket payments continued todrive growth. »» 3
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Sharp jump inimport
mopup amid weaker
rupee fuelled growth

Our Bureau

New Delhi: India’s gross goods
and services tax collections in July
rose 15.4% from a year earlier to
more than .11 lakh crore, signal-
lingresilient economic activity.

The main driver of the growth
was GST collected on imports,
which surged 28.8% to 66,511 cro-
re. “The July GST collections are a
compelling vote of confidence in
India’s economic resilience,” said
Manoj Mishra, partner and tax
controversy management leader
at Grant Thornton Bharat.

Mishra attributed the sharp rise
inimport GSTtoacombination of
higher merchandise imports, de-
preciation of the rupee that infla-
ted the taxable value of imported
goods and elevated global energy
and freight costs amid continuing
tensions in West Asia.

But this is not solely an import-
price story, he said. Domestic GST
collections grew a robust 10.1%, re-
flecting resilient household con-
sumption, formalisation and in-
dustrial activity “The steady
growth in GST collections each
month on domestic consumption
indicates that overall domestic
consumption is becoming largely
insulated from seasonal variations
and external headwinds,” said MS
Mani, partner-taxat Deloitte India.

GST mopup from key manufac-
turing states including Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka and
Telanganarose. Despite elevated
refunds, net GST collections
climbed15.8% to¥1.811akh crore.

Experts said the elevated levels
of GST collections on imports we-
re a concern. “Much of the
growth this month was driven by
imports, though it's worth dig-
ging into whether that’s finished
goods or raw materials, and how
much of it simply reflects a wea-
ker rupee rather than higher vo-
lumes,” said Abhishek Jain, indi-
rect tax head and partner, KPMG.

Inverted Duty Structure » 7

MARUTI SUZUKI, TATA MOTORS PV LEAD SEGMENT

PV Dispatches Zoom to New High on

Strong Demand, More Affordability

Sale of 469K unitsin
July beats record of
460k in Oct 2025

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Passenger vehicle
(PV) sales in the Indian market
surged in strong double digits to
anall-time monthly record in Ju-
ly, driven by improved affordabi-
lity and sustained consumer de-
mand after GST rate reductions.
According to industry estima-

were dispatched from factories
to dealerships last month, a 34%
increase from a year earlier. The
previous record was 460,000
units last October. Since the be-
ginning of this fiscal year, sales
rose 25% in April, 27% in May
and 24% in June. The data inclu-
desales of electric carsas well.
Industry growth was buoyed by
strong volumes at Maruti Suzu-
ki, which posted 42% growth in
sales to 196,203 units—the hig-
hestonrecord for the market lea-
der. Tata Motors (58%), Mahind-
ra & Mahindra (20%) and Hyun-
dai Motor India (23%) too posted
strong on-year growth in July.

tes, around 469,000 ¥
cars, utility vehicles and vans

‘Robust Demand across Categories' »» 7

Units sold in India
Maruti Suzuki
TaMo PV
M&M
Hyundai Motor
Kia
JSW MG Motor

Nissan

JULY'26 YoY CHANGE (%) . {2

“Industry estimates; Source: SIAM JUIY"

SCHEME ACCOUNTS FOR $37B OF TOTAL INFLOWS

India Sees Dollar Deposit
Deluge on FCNR(B) Wave

RBI's foreign currency
measures attract
over $40 billion

Our Bureau

Mumbai: The central bank’s
special measures to attract fore-
ign exchange have brought in
$40.81 billion by July 31, driven
largely by foreign currency non-
resident (bank) or FCNR(B) de-
posits, showed data released by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

FCNR(B) deposits accounted
for $36.72 billion of the inflows,
exceeding the $26 billion mobili-
sed under a similar scheme in
2013, in less than two months af-
ter the latest window opened on
Junes.

Banks can swap these deposits
with the RBI under a zero-cost

hedging facility available until
September 30. FCNR(B) inflows
have jumped 77% from $20.72 bil-
lion reported as of July 17, the
lastdatarelease.

By comparison, inflows under
the swap facilities for external
commercial borrowings (ECBs)
and overseas foreign currency
borrowings (OFCBs) have grown
more modestly. ECB inflows rose
to $1.51 billion from $1.34 billion,
while OFCB inflows increased to
$2.57 billion from $1.34 billion re-
ported on July 17. Banks can rai-
se funds through ECBs and
OFCBs untilthe end of the year.

Last month, SBI Research said
FCNR(B) deposits could reach
$65-70 billion by the close of the
scheme on September 30, revi-
sing its earlier estimate of $40-45
billion. Including ECB and
OFCB inflows, the total is expec-
ted to reach $80-85 billion, it said.

$60b Additional Capital Inflows »» 7

Record Influx
FCNR(B) deposits make up for
majority of dollar inflows,
surpassing 2013 level

""" [ RISE IN INFLOWS |

@ Via ECBs $1.51b
from$1.34b

77% Under OFCB
Rise $2.57bvs $1.34b
inFONR®)
B s
$20.72b | |evel that total
recqlrded + dollar inflows
unti could reach
July 17 |

UAE Freezes
Desi Bling Star
Sanpal'sA/Cs

The UAE's Financial
m Intelligence Unit has

told banks and other
financial institutions in the Emir-
atestotemporarily freeze ac-
counts of Satish Sanpal, the Dubai-
based Indian-origin businessman,

who stars in Netflix's Desi Bling.
Sugata Ghoshreports. » 3

PMLaunches
ASIP’s Chip
PlantinVizag
ﬁ begunonsouth
India’s first semi-
conductor packaging facility,
with PM Modi on Saturday
virtually laying the founda-
tion stone for ASIP Tech-

nologies'z2,387-crore project
in Visakhapatnam. »» 3

Construction has

Cine Blockbusters Turn into Gen Z Bestsellers

Success of The Odyssey drives record demand for its print editions, other classics among young readers

Best-selling books madk

KhushiVora

Mumbai: “Tell the old story for our
modern times” —from the opening
verse of Homer’s Odyssey in Emily
Wilson’s acclaimed 2018 trans-

lation—is proving tobealiteral
directive. As Christopher Nolan’s
film adaptation marches past the
%140 crore mark in India, itisalso
inspiring young readersto goback
to the 3,000-year-old epic and rela-
ted classics.

e into movies on display at a store; a scene from Christopher Nolan's The Odyssey

Sales of printeditions of The
Odyssey crossed 6,500 copies in
2026 (through July 18), more than
double the volume sold during the
same period last year, according to
NielsenIQ BookData India.

On the ground, Mayi Gowda of
Bengaluru’s Blossom Book House
said demand has been increasing
since Nolan's announcement of the
film in December 2024. NielsenIQ
data shows sales topping 2,000
copies between June 21 and July 18,
tripling from the equivalent four-
week window in 2025.

Thefilm’s July 17 India release
had an immediate impact. “In the
week after the film’s release, orders
for print editions grew nearly 5x
compared to the pre-release period,
with paperbacks driving the majo-
rity of demand,” said Rashi Baha-

dur, category leader for books at
AmazonIndia.

Aakash Gupta, CEO of Crossword
Bookstores, said in two weeks since
thefilm’srelease, sales across its
stores “have already tripled.”

YOUNG AND HUNGRY
Publishers andretailers across the
board highlight that the surge is
driven by India’s youth and their
revived interest in the classics.
“What we are seeing now isreaders
in theirlate teens and twenties (buy
classics), and this predates the film,”
Guptasaid. “For the last two years
we have been watching India’s Gen Z
goback to the classics on their own.
Nolan's film landed on ground that
was already prepared.”

Affordable Paperbacks » 7

AT A CROSSROADS

NEET Holdup Puts

Question Mark over
Engg Admissions

Medical aspirants
holding on to seats
secured in engg
colleges amid MBBS
counselling delays

PrachiVerma

New Delhi: The fallout from
this year’s medical entrance
paper leak is extending beyond
medical admissions toenginee-
ring colleges.

The delay in the NEET retest
and the subsequent postpone-
ment of medical counselling
have disrupted the higher-edu-
cation admissions cycle, pro-
mpting many medical aspi-
rants to temporarily secure se-
ats in engineering colleges. Co-
unselling for medical
admissions has yet to begin,
whileadmissions to enginee-
ring colleges are ongoing.

About10% of seats at engine-
ering colleges are typically oc-
cupied by medical aspirants,
who vacate them once they se-
cure admission to medical col-
leges, say experts. These candi-
dates will hold on to the seats
longer, necessitating additio-
nal admission rounds, inclu-
ding late spot rounds, by engi-
neeringcollegestofillthe seats.

Sushma S Rawat, deputy direc-
tor—admission at Amity Univer-
sity, said the delay is having an
impact on students and colleges.
“This is leading to extended pe-
riods of uncertainty, academic
disruption, and increased men-
tal stress, to medical aspirants
and graduates,” Rawat said.

Many students are exploring al-
ternative paths within the life
sciences sector; particularly in
biotechnology, she said. “This

Waiting Game
NEET UG 2026 exam
re-conducted on 5
June 21 after paper leak — *

Admissions | Process at
to medical private and
colleges govt engg

yet to 4 | colleges either
begin &

mid-way or
almost through
THESE INSTITUTES WILL HOLD
LATE ADDITIONAL ADMISSION
ROUNDS WHEN MEDICAL
ASPIRANTS VACATE SEATS
This is | But some
leading to | experts see
academic | marginal
disruption | impact

shift is reflected in a surge of ad-
missions into biotechnology pro-
grammes, especially B Tech-Bio-
technology, as students seek stab-
lecareer options outside traditio-
nal medical route.”

Ranchi University vice-chan-
cellor Saroj Sharma said many
students whosefirst preference
ismedical have blocked engine-
eringseatsbecauseof thedelay:

Some educators, however, ex-
pect the impact to be marginal.
“Therearealwaysafew students
who pursue both options (medi-
cal and engineering) together,”
said Ranjana Jha, vice-chancel-
lor of Indira Gandhi Delhi Tech-
nical University for Women.

Minimum Withdrawals »» 7

WITH LISTING PLANS ON HOLD
Zepto Announces Pre-IPO Round

Quick commerce startup Zepto on Saturday said it

has agreed with its major shareholders to close a
pre-1P0 equity funding round, deferring its proposed

market debut. The company said it will update its draft red

herring prospectus with upcoming financial results. »» 3

Appétite Grows for
Obesity Care Talent
amid GLP-1Demand

Booster Dose ;

Roles in demand: o)
Clinical dietitians,
medical nutrition
advisers, patient
educators, GLP-1-
focused nutrition
specialists

> Month-on-
| month
rise in openings
e or nutrition
professionals since
January, as per TeamLease

)
N/ f

Healthcare providers
build multidisciplinary
teams around
weight-loss therapies

SreeradhaBasu
&SaumyaBhattacharya

Bengaluru|New Delhi: As
GLP-1 drugs reshape obesity
treatment, India’s pharma and
healthcare ecosystem is racing
to build specialised teams to
support patients beyond the
prescription.

Demand is rising for clinical
dietitians, medical nutrition
advisers, patienteducators and
GLP-1-focused nutrition speci-
alists, according to recruit-
ment experts and healthcare
providers.

TeamLease data shows that
openings for nutrition profes-
sionals have risen 25-30%
month-on-month since Janua-
ry, while overall hiring in the
segment has increased nearly
200% between 2024 and 2026.

E Mumbai

Hospitals and digital health

platforms expanding g’

multidisciplinary
obesity care teams

“We are already seeing hospi-
tals expand their clinical nutri-
tion teams, wellness chains bu-
ild dedicated diet departments
and digital health platforms hi-
re nutrition professionals re-
motely at scale,” said Neeti
Sharma, chief executive offi-
cer, TeamLease Digital. “With
India’s GLP-1 market projected
to grow nearly fivefold by 2030,
demand for nutrition profes-
sionals is likely to remain on a
strongupward trajectory forse-
veral years.”

Healthcare providers are
adaptingas well. Patient enqui-
riesonspecialised nutrition ca-
re have increased since GLP-1
drugs went off patent. accor-
ding to Satish Koul, principal
director and unit head-inter-
nalmedicineat Fortis Hospital,
Gurugram.

“Our hospital has set up com-
prehensive obesity clinics, and
we are using a multidisciplina-
ry approach in these clinics.
Staff hiring also is commensu-
rate with the process. Hiring is
happening across the board,”
headded.

Personal Guidance Preferred »» 7
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ATTACKER CARRIED WEAPONS IN GUNNY BAG; AGENCIES PROBE LINK TO ANANTNAG ATTACK

Kulgam Gunman Asked P

ersonal

Details, Then Killed 2 Labourers

Hakeem Irfan Rashid

Srinagar: Preliminary investiga-
tion into the Kulgam attack in which
two non-local labourers were killed
revealed that the attacker conversed
with the victims for around 10 minu-
tesand asked about their personal de-
tails before openingfire.

Investigators said the attacker was
incivvies, wearing a cap, and carried
the weapons in a gunny bag, similar
tothe attacker whokilled J&K Police
head constable Ashiq Hussain Qu-
reshi on July 22 in Anantnag district
of southern Kashmir.

The incident took place around 8
pm on July 31, when an unidentified
gunman opened fire at two non-local
labourers around a brick kiln in Ke-
lam village of Kulgam district. The
two victims were identified as Bhu-
pinder and Deepak from Chhattis-
garh, who worked at brick kiln num-
ber70-Band hadarrived inthe Valley
over amonth ago along with their fa-
mily members.

“He had conversed with them for
around 10 minutes and asked about
their personal details, where they we-
re from and how much they earn. He
carried the weapons in a gunny bag

Security operation in Kulgam on Saturday—PTi

and opened fire from arifle and a pis-
tolas well,” a senior official told ET.

Another official said a female rela-
tive of the victims had seen the at-
tacker after he opened fire and even
tried to chase him.

“The duo was sitting between two
brick kilns when the attacker spoke
with them and fled into the nearby
orchards, as per the relative of the
victims,” he said.

He further stated that the attacker

fired at least “two shots from a pistol
and two fromarifle”.

Officials are investigating the
connection between the Anantnag
and Kulgam attacks and probing
whether the same “local militant”
or “foreign infiltrator” was invol-
ved in the attacks.

Following the attack, the police lod-
ged a formal case and is examining
technical evidence to establish the se-
quence of events and connect the

dots. The armed forces have laun-
ched multiple cordon and search ope-
rations in the area and also detained,
questioned and summoned several
people in nearby areas.

“Our shops were ransacked and ar-
med forces also directed the locals to
ensure the safety of tenants, especial-
lynon-locals. And warned that if they
can't keep the tenants safe, they sho-
uld not give them accommodation,”
said alocal pleading anonymity.

Hundreds of non-ocals work in
brickkilnsacross Kashmirand, asthe
apple harvest season has started, ma-
ny of them work in the orchards. The
authorities have urged all residents
across the Valley to register their te-
nants with the local police station.

Meanwhile, Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah announced ex-gratia relief of
Z101lakh each from the Chief Mini-
ster’s Relief Fund for the next of
kinof the deceased.

J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha chaired a high-level security
review meeting and directed all the
Deputy Commissioners and SSPs
to conduct a comprehensive review
of the Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SoPs) established to protect
labourers from outside J&K.

OTHER NEWS

OF THE DAY

Orunodoi 3.0:
Assamto Give
1,250 Monthly
Aid to Women

Guwahati: The BJP govern-
mentin Assam on Saturday
relaunched its flagship
Orunodoi welfare scheme,
unveiling an upgraded
version that will not only
provide Rs 1,250 amonth to
women butalso enable
beneficiaries toaccess
interest-free advances and
bank loans against future
payouts. Launching Oruno-
doi 3.0 in Guwahati, chief
minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said the government
isworking onamechanism
that would allow beneficia-
riestodraw uptoRs 15,000
interest-free inadvance,
with the amount adjusted
against future monthly
instalments.

Kejriwal to
March to PM's
Homeon Aug 4
onE20Issue

New Delhi: Stepping up his
campaign against the use of
E20 petrol, AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday an-
nounced that he would
march to the Prime Mini-
ster's residence on August 4
tosubmit a petition contai-
ning two lakh signatures
collected through anonline
campaign.

Addressinga "National
Town Hall Against E20" at
the Constitution Club of
India here, Kejriwal said he
would startthe marchat 12
noon on Tuesday with 100
volunteers.

The Aam Aadmi Party
national convenor appealed
to those willing to accompa-
ny himtoinform him thro-
ughsocial media. —PTI

OVER 650 UNIVERSITIES, 14,000 COLLEGES & 4,000 ITIs ADDED IN 12 YEARS: MODI

India’s Youth Driving Advances

in Al, Space & Deep

Our Political Bureau

Bengaluru: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said on Saturday that
India’s youth powered the country’s
emergence as the world's second-
largest mobile phone manufacturer
and thethird-largeststartup ecosys-
tem, while driving advances in arti-
ficial intelligence, semiconductors,
space technology and deep tech.

The PM was speaking after inau-
gurating the Swami Vivekananda
Cultural Youth Centre (Viveka Sma-
raka) in Mysuru. The centre com-
memorates Swami Vivekananda’s
visit to Mysuru in 1892 and aims to
promote value-based education, lea-
dership and personality develop-
mentamong young people.

“Digital solutions made in India
are today inspiring many countri-
es. Indiaisrapidly moving forward
on a new journey of semiconduc-

Modi during inauguration of Swami
Vivekananda centre in Mysuru-IANS

tor manufacturing and is writing
new chapters in AT, deep tech, spa-
ce technology and innovation,”
Modisaid.

Tech: PM

ReferringtoIndia’s growing priva-
te space sector, the PM said a privat-
ely built rocket developed by young
entrepreneurs recently reached
space, underscoring the capabiliti-
esof the country’s youth.

“Youth are driving India’s digital
economy, building startups, crea-
ting jobs through Mudra loans and
leadingthe Make inIndiaand Atma-
nirbhar Bharat initiatives,” he said.

EDUCATION REFORMS
The PMsaid India’sdemographicdi-
vidend could be fully realised only if
young people received quality edu-
cation, opportunities and the confi-
dence to pursue their aspirations.
He said the country significantly
expanded its higher education in-
frastructure over the past 12 years,
establishing more than 650 new
universities, nearly 14,000 colleges
and over 4,000 industrial training
institutes.

From hmjr to Kochi

Flash floods triggered by a cloudburst swept the Chatroo area
inKishtwar district, causing widespread damage early Sat-
urday—PTI
A man paddles a canoe past the inundated Sree Mahadeva
Temple in a waterlogged area following heavy rain in Kochi,
Kerala, on Saturday—PTI

i

Doval, Shah with Fadnavis. —IANS

India Faces Threats
Within, Outside;
Rights Should Not Be
Misused: Doval

Krishna Kumar

Mumbai: In remarks that come da-
ys after student protests in the co-
untry, National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval on Saturday said the co-
untry faces challenges externally
and internally and that India’s pro-
gress has upset several countries.
The NSA said people talk of rights
but should not misuse them.

“Weneed toresolve tomake Bharat
stronger, we have not reached where
we need to be. It feels that we are in-
dependentand all our responsibiliti-
esareover. However, even today Bha-
rat is facing a lot of challenges from
outside and within. Not everyone is
happy with Bharat's progress. For
several people, countries, interests,
Bharat's progress is a threat to them
and we have to tackle them,” said Do-
val on Saturday.

Doval was speaking in Pune after
being conferred with the ‘Lokma-
nya Tilak National Award’ by Home
Minister Amit Shah in Pune.
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Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: Supreme Court judge
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan on Saturday
called for greater transparency in the
collegium system, saying the failure
to disclose reasons for judicial appo-
intments does a disservice to deser-
ving judges and is against the public
interest. Speaking at the launch of a
report by legal think-tank Vidhi's
JALDI initiative, Justice Bhuyan sa-
id withholding reasons not only un-
derminestransparency butalsocrea-
tes space for undesirable candidates
to enter the judiciary who then make
unconstitutional remarks like desc-
ribinggroups of peopleas “ants”.
He said the SC collegium’s last
three resolutions recommen-
ding judges for elevation contai-
nednoreasons.

“By not giving reasons, the institu-
tion actually does a disservice to ma-
ny judges whoare genuinely outstan-

Failure todisclose rea-
sons for judicial appoint-
ments does adisservice to
deserving judges and is
against publicinterest
JUSTICE UJJALBHUYAN

ding and have done tremendous
work...Conversely, by withholding
reasons, we also create space for indi-
viduals to enter the judiciary who

‘OPACITY CAN ALLOW APPOINTMENT OF JUDGES WHO DESCRIBE PEOPLE AS ANTS’

Justice Bhuyan Seeks More
Transparency in Collegium

may later describe groups of people
as‘ants’,” hesaid.

To prevent such appointments,
“there should be some discussion,
there should be some reasons given”,
he added, referring to remarks re-
cently made by a high courtjudge.

Though Justice Bhuyan did not na-
me the judge, a former Allahabad
High Court judge had sparked cont-
roversy over remarks madeata Vish-
va Hindu Parishad event in 2024, dra-
wing criticism from opposition lea-
ders, whotermed them “hatespeech™
and sought action against him.

“Inour country, weare taught notto
harm even the smallest animals, not
to kill ants, and this lesson is ingrai-
ned in us. Perhaps that is why we are
tolerant and compassionate; we feel
pain when others suffer. But in your
culture, from a young age, children
are exposed to the slaughter of ani-
mals. How can you expect them to be
tolerantand compassionate?” the HC
judge had said.

Ahead of the assembly elections,
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) is seek-
ing to strengthen its presence in
West UP. Over the past few
months, the party has been ac-
tively inducting new leaders and
building a new team of workers
at the grassroots level.
RLD president and
Union Minister of State
Jayant Chaudhary told
ET that ahead of the UP
elections, the party will \}
establish a presence in
three regions — Hastina-
pur, Braj and Ruhelk-
hand — all part of
West UP. 2
“We are build-
ing a “Team RLD’

S
which includes <_1L

While the Congress insists that
sand and coal mining along the
Assam-Nagaland border led to
flooding in less flood-prone dis-
tricts, the Assam government
does not want to get into a debate
and has assured it will discuss
what caused the disaster only af-
terrelief and rehabmeasures.

Four districts of Assam along
the Nagaland border faced cata-
strophic floods. These Upper As-
sam districts — Charaideo, Siva-
sagar, Jorhat and Golaghat—are
not known for such extensive
flooding.

Congress said illegal sand
mining in the Dikhow River; ille-
gal coal mining along the Assam-
Nagaland border and a thriv-
ing syndicate pro-
tected by those
i power

the

Congress
called it a man-

JayatriNag

Kolkata: West Bengal Chief Mini-
ster Suvendu Adhikari on Satur-
day said the West Bengal govern-
ment will prevent infiltrators from
receiving benefits meant for Indi-
an citizens and protect minorities
who fled Bangladesh due toreligio-
us persecution and came to Bengal
asrefugees.

gzﬂ >

parallel to our KC Tyagi, RLD
organisational I parliamentary
network, l board presi-

Assam to Address Flood
Causes After Relief, Rehab

Statement

\\ Kumar Anshuman & Bikash Singh "/

Jayant Builds New ‘Team
RLD’ Ahead of UP Polls

youth, farmers and people from
all walks of life. In the past few
months, we have appointed of-
fice bearers and members of
Team RLD across all villages in
these three regions,” Chaud-
harytold ET.

The three regions have around
75 assembly seats. While other
NDA allies have openly dis-
cussed the number of seats
they want to contest in the alli-
ance, RLD is silent on the issue.
“We are not in conflict but com-
plementary to the NDA. That's
why none of our
party leaders will
say anythi
about the num-
ber of seats...,”

dent, told ET.
i

made tragedy enabled by inac-
tion and absolute impunity:

Congress leader Debabrata Sai-
kia has been consistently raising
the issue of illegal sand mining
and illegal coal mining.

Assam CM Himanta Sarma
said experts are examining the
causes behind the floods, but the
government is prioritising relief
measures. As a section of leaders
wantstofixaccountability on Na-
galand for the flooding, Sarma
opposed itat this stage.

“It would be inappropriate to
discuss accountability or the
causes of the floods at a time
when Nagaland itself is grap-

pling with the after-
math of the disas-
ter,” he said.

Around 1.92 lakh
people in the state
y still remain af-
Y fected, while the
death toll in the
current wave of
floods stood at 82.

VARANI SAHU

TN (M Vijay'’s
Karnataka Visit to
Resolve Cauvery
Row Cancelled

On August 3, Tamil Nadu CM
Vijay was supposed to come to
Bangalore, Karnataka to meet
CM D K Shivakumar to discuss
the long-drawn Cauvery Water
dispute. The visit was termed
asahistoric moment to resolve
the dispute. However, on Fri-
day Shivakumar requested Vi-
jay tocancel hisvisitsaying the
atmosphere is not right for the
meeting. Sincethemeetingwas
announced, several organisa-
tionshavebeen protesting. Ear-
lier the Cauvery Water Regula-
tion Committee (CWRC)direct-

ed the Karnata-

ka government

to release 3500

cusecs of water

to Tamil Nadu.

Karnataka Gov-

Shivakumar ernment  chal-
requests lenged the order
Vijay to in the Cauvery
cancel his Water Manage-
visit,saysthe ment Authority
atmosphere (CWMA) which
isnotright  ypheld the
for the CWRC order on
meeting Friday.

Karnataka says that there isa
60% deficitinreservoir inflows
and irrigation has not started
due to insufficient rainfall. Ta-
mil Nadu on the other hand de-
manded more water than 3500
cusecs. Vijay isalso under pres-
sure from political parties in
Tamil Nadu to call off the meet-
ing. The DMK on Saturday has
also moved to SC seeking ur-
gent directions to compel Kar-
nataka torelease 3500 cusecs of
water as decided by CWRC.

The West Bengal government will
expedite the CAA certificate appli-
cation, hearing and disbursal pro-
cess once the Union Home Mini-
stry allows the state government
to deploy District Magist-
rates for the process, as do-
nein Gujarat. i

“Yesterday, I called the
Union Home Secretary :
and urged him to give /\z/\/—
the CAA application #

\L
i

Will Protect Persecuted Refugees: Adhikari

Bengal to fast-track CAA applications once DMs get powers: CM

process in the hands of the West
Bengal government like Gujarat.
So, we can dispose of the applica-
tions through DMs quickly. I was
assured that the process has
started and we will get it wit-
hin the next one month. Once
we get it, with promptness,
within six months, we will
dispose of the applications

of all CAA appli-

- . cants,” the CM said.

Rashmi Rajput

Bastar: Peace has returned to the vil-
lages once ravaged by Maoism. But
trusthasn’t.

Deepa Markam (19) —the second stu-
dent from her village to qualify for the
NEET medical entrance examina-
tion—grewupamiduncertainty in Po-
tali village after Maoists killed her fa-
mily members on suspicion of being
police informers. For families like
hers, accepting former rebels back in-
tosociety is complicated.

And then there is the soft-spoken
Phagni. Once part of the Maoist ope-
rations, she now serves orders at Ca-
féPandum withapleasantsmile. The
bounty on her head has been conver-
ted into ‘rehabilitation assistance’ by
the government. Yet, she is uncerta-
in if she will ever receive the full
amount. And more importantly,

Bastar 2.0: Calm Returns, Trust Remains a Work in Progress

whether her own community will
ever fully accept her.

Thestories of Deepaand Phagnide-
fine the silent conflict that now sim-
mers in the former Maoist strong-
hold of Bastar.

On March 31, India declared itself
free from Maoist insurgency. The go-
vernment’s war with Maoists may ha-
ve ‘officially’ ended, but rebuilding
trust among villagers, security forces
and surrendered Maoists remains a
challenge.

RIFLESTO REHABILITATION

Atamodest workshop at the District
Project Livelihood College in Dante-
wada, Mohan alias Azad Kadti (32),
once a divisional committee mem-
ber of the Maoists’ Kalahandi Area
Committee, is learning a new trade.

‘A man who once helped lay landmi-
nesisnow being trained to instal tap
water pipelines. For Kadti, the trans-
itionfrombeingan insurgent to civi-
lian is just not about acquiring a vo-
cationalskill. Itisaboutrebuildinga
life interrupted by years of conflict.
Reflecting on why many villagers

Common people wanted Naxalism to end.

About 500 villages have been resettled and
repopulated over the past two years....Through
the Niyad Nellanar (our good village) scheme, we
have built roads, provided electricity, water
and telecom connections, ration cards and

opened schools and hospitals

VISHNU DEO SAI Chhattisgarh Chief Minister

once gravitated towards the Maoist
movement, he says: “People in rural
and forest areas need only three
things—hospitals, schools, and food
and water,” hetold ET.

Havingreturned tohis village after
years of being underground, Kadti
says little has changed.

Like many surrendered cadres,
Kadti says the years spent in the fo-
rests have left them uncertain about
their future. “What if there is a
change in government? What hap-
penstorehab initiatives,” he asks.

The Chhattisgarh government has
prepared a rehabilitation plan for
nearly 3,000 surrendered cadres
with an initial allocation of 220 cro-
re for skill development, education
andlivelihood support.

CHANGE IN PROFILES

Laxman Mandavi (25), used to carry

agunashe wasthebodyguard of Ma-

oist leader T Vasudev Rao alias Ru-

pesh. Today, he carriesatray asa

server and doubles upasajani-

tor at Cafe Pandum in Bastar.

October 2025 marked a wa-

tershed moment in the decades-old
insurgency in Dandakaranya when
210Maoist cadressurrendered toget-
her. Leading the group was Rupesh,
a Central Committee member of the
banned CPI(Maoist).

Mandaviwas among those wholaid
down arms. A native of Gungam vil-
lage on the Narayanpur-Bijapur bor-
der, Mandavi says: “In 2005-06, du-
ring the Salwa Judum campaign,
our house was burnt down. Many
housesinourvillage were seton fire,
crops were destroyed, villagers were
beaten and two people werekilled. In
2011, when I was 11 years old, I joined
the organisation along with my el-
der brother.”

Mandavi spent nearly 14 years in
the Maoist ranks, initially working

in Indravati before becoming Ru-
pesh’s personal security guard bet-
ween 2015 and 2017 and carried a bo-
unty of ¥81akh on him.

Mandavi says the beginning of the
end came in 2025, when the insur-
gency found itself under unprece-
dented pressure from expanding se-
curity operations. Senior leaders,
including Rupesh, began telling cad-
res that it was time to “return to the
mainstream”.

JAL JUNGLE JAMEEN

These contrasting realities lie at the
heart of “Bastar 2.0"—the govern-
ment’s ambitious attempt to trans-
form the spirit of the slogan “Jal,
Jungle, Jameen"” from a rallying cry
of insurgency into a blueprint for
sustainable, community-led deve-
lopment. For that vision to succeed,
it must address the pain of victims
with the aspirations of those see-
king redemption.
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UAE Locks ‘Desi Bling’ Star’s
Wealth Over Unproven Funds

FIU puts a temporary freeze on funds, digital wallets of Sanpals, and 4 firms linked to them

CONDITIONAL NOD
Jackson Labs’
Baddi Drug Mfg
Licence Restored
After Suspension
Sterile injectables stay

under ban; Punjab unit
appeal due August 14

TeenaThacker

New Delhi: The Himachal Pra-
desh government has partially
restored Jackson Laboratories’
drug manufacturing licence of
its Baddiunit, while denying per-
mission for higher-risk manufac-
turing lines including sterile in-
jectables pending re-inspection
and verified compliance.

The unit’slicence was cancelled
in June after several women in
Kota, Rajasthan, died allegedly
due to spurious oxytocin injec-
tions supplied by the company’s
Punjab unit.

Manufacturing licence for the
Punjab facility remains cancel-

led. According to
the records acces-
sed by ET, Baddi
unit’s permission
for testosterone in-
jection has been
cancelled. Likewi-

Thelicence

wascancelled  S¢: Product per-
inJuneafter  Missions for etop-
deathsinKota hvlline and theop-
overoxytocin hylline prolong-
injections ed-release tablets
supplied by stand cancelled.

thePunjabunit Manufacturing

of general catego-
ry capsules, SVP dry and liquid,
ophthalmic including ear drops
and nasal drops, and beta lactam
category SVPdry only, alsorema-
ins halted till the firm submits
compliance of the observations
and this is verified through a jo-
int inspection.

An appeal to restore the licence
of Jackson Laboratories’ Punjab
facility islisted tobe heard on Au-
gust 14. The deaths of several wo-
men in Kota following Caesarean
sections pointed to spurious oxy-
tocin injections administered to
these women.

Reports indicated that laborato-
rytestingof the injections, which
were manufactured by Jackson
Laboratories, found them to con-
tain no active oxytocin content.
The Rajasthan government has
attributed the deaths to multiple
factors.

Sugata Ghosh

Mumbai: The UAE anti-money la-
undering agency Financial Intel-
ligence Unit (FIU) is understood to
have asked banks, financial insti-
tutions, and virtual asset service
providers(VASPs)inthe Emirates
toputatemporaryfreezeontheac-
counts of Satish Sanpal, the 41-ye-
ar-old Dubai-based Indian-origin
businessman who stars in the Net-
flix docusoap series ‘Desi Bling’
that shows the lavish lifestyle of
Sanpal and his wife Tabinda.

Besides the financial services ac-
counts and digital wallets of Sa-
tish, the FIU freezing order, issued
about a fortnight ago, extends to
accounts of Tabinda and compa-
nieslinked to Sanpals.

“..you are immediately reques-
ted to freeze any funds or accounts
or deposits or investments and de-
ny access to the safe deposit boxes,
and stop any financial transfers or
withdrawals and inform us of any
credit facilities belonging to the
below mentioned names..” said
the FIU communique.

The business entities covered in
thenoticeare ANAX Capital Asset
Management Company, ANAX Ca-
pital Financial Markets LLC,
ANAXHolding FZCO, and SSB Ba-
zaar General Trading LLC. SSB,

ProbePoints .

Sanpal is often

portrayed as an ultra-
wealthy Indian in Dubai

The FIU notice covers

Sanpal, his wifeand =—

a few biz entities

Banks, VASPs have
to ask Sanpals for
documents, fund source

which is said to deal in precious
stones, was formed in 2015, and the
other three entities were incorpo-
rated between 2023 and 2024.

Once the freeze is executed and
Sanpals are informed about the
FIU directive, financial institu-
tionsand VASPs havetoask theac-
count owners to provide docu-
ments that prove transaction legi-
timacy and lawful origin of funds.

Theinclusion of VASPsintheno-
tice assumes significance given
the legal acceptance and wide use
of cryptocurrencies in UAE -- co-
vering even transactions like pro-
perty deals. VASPs include crypto
exchanges, wallet providers, and
entities offering trading, transfer-
ring, or digital asset safekeeping.

The banks and VASPs will have

The free:

order can be
extended only by
Attorney General

to cancel the freeze after 30 days
from the receipt of the notice if
they do not receive any instruc-
tion from FIU to extend the freeze.

Under UAE anti-money launde-
ring legislation and recent fram-
eworks like UAE FIU Regulation
No (1) of 2026, financial institu-
tionsas well as VASPsare designa-
ted “reporting entities” obligated
to share information and comply
with FIU orders.

A school dropout from Jabalpur
whoclaimstohavemadebiginDu-
bai, Sanpal has till now denied va-
rious media allegations about his
activities and transactions. In
May the Delhi High Courthadsaid
that media had “prematurely la-
belled” himasa culprit though the
official investigation was not over.

Sanpal could not be contacted for
thestory ET'semail and messages
on his social media accounts did
notelicitany responsetill the time
of goingtoPress.Itcould notbede-
termined whether he was in UAE.

Interestingly, in the FIU notice,
Satish’s nationality is mentioned
as Vanuatu — a South Pacific is-
land nation that in the last few ye-
ars has emerged as the quickest
and cheapest route to switch citi-
zenship and grab a new passport.
Tabinda, 39, however, has a UK na-
tionality, according to the notice.

The nature of the information
that the FIU may be possessing is
not known, and under the UAE
law, extending the freezing order
beyond 30 days require an explicit
order from the Attorney General.
The need to wait for information
from other jurisdictions and fore-
ign FIUs can be cited as one of the
reasons for extension.

However, duringthe30days which
ends around mid-August, banks
and VSPs can only allow deposit of
funds in any form (cash, money
transfers, cheques etc) without let-
ting any withdrawal or transfer. In-
deed, withdrawal of cryptocurren-
cies and moving them to private
wallets held in other countries is of-
ten seenasaneasy may tomovemo-
ney across borders, bypassing ban-
kingchannels.

UPI Sets July Record on Mass Adoption

Processes 23.66 b transactions worth 229.88 lakh cr led by smaller-ticket payments

Our Bureau

Bengaluru: India’s Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) processed a
record 23.66 billion transactions
worth 29.88 lakh crore in July, re-
bounding from a marginal dip in
June as smaller-ticket payments
continued to drive growth.

Datareleased by the National Pay-
ments Corporation of India (NPCI)
showed transaction volumes rose
4% from 22.72billion in June, while
the value of transactions increa-
sed 3.3% month-on-month.

On a year-on-year basis, transac-
tion volumesrose22%, while trans-
action value increased 19%.

The July data also points to conti-

nued growth in low-value transac-
tions. The average daily transac-
tion value slipped to %96,383 crore
from 96,405 crore in June, even as
the average daily transaction co-
unt edged up to 763 million.
“Itisnotlarger purchases by exis-
tingurban users that is driving the
numbers,” said Reeju Datta, cofo-

DUOPOLY CRACKS

In June, the combined
marketshare of Phone-
Peand Google Pay fell to
78.8%after stayingabo-
ve 80% for several years

under of Cashfree Payments. “It is
smaller, more frequent transac-
tions from newer users in smaller
towns, spending categories that
were previously settled in cash.”

Datta said July is historically In-
dia’s weakest month for payments,
with no festive season or quarter-
end institutional settlements.

“Previous records have been set
withatleastone of thosetailwinds.
July had none of them, which me-
ans the growth is being driven pu-
rely by organic, everyday transac-
tionbehaviourratherthananysea-
sonal or structural event,” he said.

Monthly UPI transaction volu-
meshaveremained above 20 billion
since October last year, supported
by wider merchant acceptance
across urban and rural markets, ri-
sing smartphone penetration and
growing consumer adoption.

“With the festive season approa-
ching, weexpect thismomentumto
strengthen further, led by rising
participation from smaller towns,”
said Anand Kumar Bajaj, founder,
MD and CEO of PayNearby:

ASIP’S 32,387 (R OSAT PROJECT TAKES OFF

Modi Launches
SouthiIndia’s
First Chip Plant

The 30-acre facility
will package and test
96 million chips a
year inits first phase

Our Bureau

Visakhapatnam | Bengaluru:
Construction has begun on So-
uth India’s first semiconductor
packaging facility under the In-
dia Semiconductor Mission,
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday virtually lay-
ing the foundation stone for ASTP
Technologies’ ¥2,387-crore pro-
jectin Visakhapatnam.

The outsourced semiconductor
assembly and test (OSAT)facility
at Tarluvada, being developed
with South Korea’s APACT as
technology partner, will package
and test chips for artificial intel-
ligence, high-performance com-
puting, data centres and high-
speed communications.

It will initially use wire-bond
and flip-chip ball grid array
(BGA) packaging technologies
before introducing advanced
2.5Dand 3D packaging capabiliti-
es within two to three years.

The 30-acre facility, being estab-
lished with an initial investment
of ¥460 crore, will have a capacity
to package and test 96 million se-
miconductor chipsa year.

ASIP Technologies plans an ad-
ditional investmentof more than
%2,000 crore. The project is expec-
ted to create more than 1,000 di-
recthigh-skilled jobs and 1,600 in-
direct jobs.

Advanced packaging has beco-
meakey segment of thesemicon-
ductor industry as high-perfor-
mance Al chips require sophisti-
cated methods to combine multi-
plechiplets intoasingle package.

Modi commended Andhra Pra-
desh’s information technology
talent pool and said the state is
now well positioned to lead in se-
miconductor  manufacturing.
Chief minister N Chandrababu
Naidu joined the prime minister
virtually for the ceremony.

Venkata Simhadri, MD and chi-
ef executive of ASIP Technologi-
es, said the project would estab-
lish “Advanced assembly, packa-
ging and testing capabilities in
India, while driving skill deve-
lopment, supply-chain localisa-
tion and contributing to the
growth of Andhra Pradesh’s se-
miconductor ecosystem.”

PM Inaugurates New Vizag Airport

Our Bureau

Visakhapatnam: Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi inaugurated
the AlluriSitaramaRajuInterna-
tional Airport at Bhogapuram
near here on Saturday.

This greenfield airport, located
about 45 km northeast of Visak-
hapatnam, is expected to reshape
connectivity for North Andhra
Pradesh and Southern Odisha
while underpinning the sout-
hern state’s ambitions to emerge
asamanufacturing, logistics and
technology hub.

Developed by GMR Visakhapat-
nam International Airportunder
the public-private-partnership
model at an investment of ¥5,648
crore, the airport will begin com-
mercial operations on August 17.
Ithasaninitial capacity tohandle
6 million passengers annually,
and a provision to expand it to
more than 40 million in phases.

The new airport will replace the
current Visakhapatnam airport,
which will stop civil flight opera-
tionsand continue only asanaval
base. It is expected to serve as the
primary aviation gateway for
North Andhra.

Zepto Suspends IPO Plans,
Launches Pre-IPO Funding

Muthoot Finance
Q1Netup 25%

Our Bureau

Kolkata: Muthoot Finance on Satur- |

day reported a 25% year-on-year rise 2 I A ¢
AWARDS
g 2 (N

the valuation being discussed with pub-
lic market investors came in sharply be-

low itslast private funding round.
People familiar with the discussions
had pegged the anchor-book pricing at
$2.5-3billion, down from the $3.5-4 billion
under discussion earlier in July and well
below the $7 billion valuation at which
the company raised its

Our Bureau
in its standalone net profit for the
first quarter ended June at 2,550
crore as its business expanded 43% i -
tozl.721akh crore.

Onaconsolidated basis, itearneda
net profit of 2,825 crore, also up
43% YoY. The consolidated assets

New Delhi: Quick commerce startup
Zeptoon Saturday said ithasagreed with
its major shareholders to close a pre-IPO
equity funding round, deferring its pro-
posed market debut.

“As part of the IPO process, the board

and founders have received terms from = last private round in Oc- under management grew 43% to1.92
publicmarket investorstolistthecompa-  zepto's need tober 2025. However, the- lakh crore. The country’s largest
ny and are appreciative of the expressed to raise cash se conversations did not goldloancompany hasal-
interest. However, at this time, and affor- through PO translate into interest so embarked upon lea-
dedby thecompany’sstrongbalanceshe- wasdrivenby frominstitutionalinves- dership succession with
et, Zepto will focus on continued execu- jtshighlosses tors for Zepto’s anchor its board recommending
tion,” the company said in a statement. andcontinued book building. the appointment of Alexander Ge-

As of March 31, 2026, it reported a cash  cashburn With Saturday’s anno- orge Muthoot as managing director

reserve of ¥5,681 crore.

Zepto said it will update its draft red
herring prospectus (DRHP) with upco-
ming financial results. “Zepto’s manage-
ment team looks forward to completing
the listing and partnering with public
market investors on the next chapter of
the company’s journey,” it said.

ET was the first to report on July 29 that
Zepto was likely to defer its listing after

from October1.

Currently joint MD, he will replace
his uncle George Alexander Mutho-
ot who will assume the role of execu-
tive vice-chairman from October.

The proposed transition would ne-
ed shareholder approval.

The board also suggested KR Biji-
mon, executive director, to be eleva-
ted as chief executive officer.

uncement, Zepto has joi-
ned a list of new-age companies such as
Walmart-owned PhonePe, consumer
electronics maker Boat and cloud Kkit-
chen operator Curefoods to withdraw
their IPO plans. ET reported on Friday
that Zepto will file an updated DRHP
with Sebi in the next two to three quar-
ters, as cofounder Aadit Palicha told its
employees in a town hall.

CHANGING INDIA?

India's premier recognition platform
celebrating Al excellence across
business, technology and society.

Coal India’s July Production Up 8.4%
t0 50.36 MT, Supplies Hit Record High

million tonnes in 2024.

This follows a record per-
formance in June, when the
New Delhi: CoalIndiaonSa- state-run miner supplied
turday said the company’'s 65.95 million tonnes of coal,
coal production in July rose its  highest-ever

CleanMax Posts 755 crore Q1 Profit

“Operating results saw
strong growth in Ebitda; dri-
ven by volume growth and
higher Ebitda margins in
both business segments of
RE power sales and RE servi-
ces,” said Kuldeep Jain, foun-

der and managing

Our Bureau
Our Bureau Mumbai: CleanMax Enviro
Energy Solutions swung to a
net profit of 55 crore in the
first quarter of FY27 from a
netlossof ¥17croreayearear-

¢ ST
8.4% year-on-year to 50.36 ¢ supply for June. lier, helped by strong growth _/ director, Clean- STARTUPS ENTERPRISES Al PRODUCTS MANUFACTURING
million tonnes. It also saw an \ Coal India’s cu- in revenue and renewable 1 Max. “Further, we
18.4% rise in coal supplies to h mulative coal energy capacity additions. added arecord new
64.19 million tonnes. supplies  during Revenue more than doubled capacity of over il \H

toz832crorefromz402crorea
year earlier, while adjusted
earnings before interest, tax-
es, depreciation and amorti-
sationrose 74% to¥494 crore.

the firstfour months of FY27
rose 6.9% year-on-year to a
record 262.04 million tonnes,
beating 259.4 million tonnes
achieved in April-July FY25.

The coal supplied in July
marks the highest-ever coal
offtake for the month in any
financial year. The previous
highest July supply was 60.5

500 MW in the first quarter
and are well on track to meet
our guidance of adding a mi-
nimum of 1,500 MW of new
capacity during the year.”

Centre Advances Z1.09 L-cr to States

Tax devolution to boost liquidity, infra spending and development projects

EDUCATION HEALTHCARE FINANCE RETAIL

NATIONAL
RECOGNITION

JURY OF INDUSTRY
LEADERS

MEDIA
VISIBILITY

SHOWCASE Al
INNOVATION

Bihar (710,845 crore), Madhya Pradesh
(8,010 crore), West Bengal (37,866 crore)
and Maharashtra (37,022 crore). Rajast-

Our Bureau

Front-Loaded Transfer 5

New Delhi: The Centre on Saturday g_t;ar Pradesh :}%ggg g han was allotted 26,460 crore, while

released %1.091akh crore in tax devolu- ihar g Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka

tion to states, advancing thismonth’s Madhya Pradesh  ¥8,010 cr and Tamil Nadu received between 4,400 LAST DATE TO NOMINATE

transfer to strengthen their cash flows West Bengal 37,866 cr crore and 4,800 crore each. TH

and support faster spending on infrast- Maharashtra 37,022 cr Taxdevolution is the largest source of 1 5 A U G U S T 2 0 2 6
ructure and development projects. untied transfers from the Centre to

Rajasthan 36,460 cr

The August1releaseis inaddition to
theregular monthly devolution due on
August10, giving states an early fiscal
boost as they step up capital expenditure
androll out public programmes.

“Therelease is inline with the govern-
ment of India’s commitment to streng-

states and finances both capital and
revenue expenditure.

Anadvancerelease improves liquidity,
reducesreliance on short-term borro-
wingand enables states to accelerate
project execution without waiting for
the scheduled monthly transfer.

then the finances of states to accelerate
their capital and developmental ex-
penditure,” the finance ministry said.
Uttar Pradesh received the highest
allocation at ¥19,208 crore, followed by

TO KNOW MORE, VISIT:
www.toievents.indiatimes.com/ai-quotient-awards
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Alenjith K Johny &
Mohit Bhalla

f you woke up in 2026 after a
decade in a coma, you would
be surprised by the extent to
which private equity players
have made inroads into
India’s private hospitals.
Most big private hospital
chains have tasted PE money at
some point. Major names like HCG
are majority owned by KKR, while
others like Manipal Hospitals have
inducted global investors such as
TPG and Temasek.

For years, hospitals were set up as
charitable trusts, which on paper
meant promoters could not take
money out of them directly. But PE,
a class of capital that seeks very
high returns, has quietly estab-
lished itself in this critical sector,
navigating complex regulations
such as price caps and quotas for
economically weaker sections as it
seeks to generate quick returns.
They drove consolidation of hospi-
tals and funded expansion.

In the last few years, PE majors
have set their sights on another one
of those traditionally conservative
sectors in India—school education.
Hospitals and schools bear similari-
ties in that they were both histori-
cally viewed as philanthropicactivi-
ties, not meant to be profited from.

Marquee names have made their
moves. KKR has backed Lighthouse
Learning, a platform that owns
schools that operate under multi-
ple brands such as Billabong High,
EuroSchool, Heritage Xperiential
and Centre Point. Blackstone has
bought into Jayshree Periwal
International School. Kedaara
Capital has backed K12 Techno
Services, which operates Orchids
schools. As much as $1.5-2billion in
PE money hasflown into education
in the last decade, according to in-
dustry sources.

For PE, the attraction is obvious:
fees arrive upfront, students tend to
remain enrolled for years and par-
ents rarely reduce education spend
even during a downturn. Since
schools operate through nonprofit
entities, these investors participate
through service, management and
infrastructure companies built
around them, which is not unlike

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | MUMBAI | SUNDAY | 2 AUGUST 2026 | WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

fter making inroads into healthcare, private equity players are targeting
India’s schools, ploughing over $1.5 billion into the sector in the past decade

Enrolment Pattern

how they cracked healthcare.

The big question: Can PE replicate
its hospital playbook in the class-
room, and at what cost?

ATTRACTIVE PROPOSITION
PE intereststemsfrom how families
treat schooling. “Parents don’t pull
their children out in the

has close to 508 million, aged 3 to 23
years. That is a formal education co-
hort 1.4 times the size of China’s, ac-
cording to a DRHP filed by educa-
tional platform Elevate Campuses.
For Jayshree Periwal, founder of
Jayshree Periwal International
School, PE capital has resulted in ex-
pansion. “We canreach

middle of an education A SChool is out to more children
cycle. Unlike health- _  andmorecities. Wecan
care, where if thedoctor run by anon empower children,”

moves, the patient fol-
lows, in education, the
child stays through the

profit.
fund builds

APE

shesays. Her schools in
Jaipur include three
large campuses and

full cycle of 12 years, re- T 3 five kindergartens.
gardless,” says Jacob a for prOﬁt Only one of the big
Kfuilian, g?lill}ller Qm’hﬁgﬁr: compa ny scl:g)olzlruns an i]ilter-
of New oute, a : national curriculum,
firm that was a pioneer that pmVldes and it's residential as
in investing in K-12 Services to the well, dl_rawingstudqnts
schools. It once owned a from Singapore, China,
significant stake in Sri tFUSE forafee Taiwan, Japan, Italy,

Chaitanya Schools,
which itsold back to the
promoters.

Once a child is enrolled, the rela-
tionship with a school can last
over a decade. Add to that a coun-
try where private schooling is in
high demand and government
spending has not kept pace, and it
is easy to see why investors have
gotten involved.

Government spending on health
and education, individually, isunder

% of GDP. And the population that
needs schooling is enormous. India

School e

Operator

Major PE-backed Players

) | Schools

the UK, the
Netherlandsand Spain.

MONEY FLOW

To understand PE money flow, it
helps to understand how a school is
setup.

A school in India cannot be owned
by a company. It has to be run by a
trust, society, or something called a
Section 8 company, all structures that
are legally not for profit. This trust
does two main things. It runs the
school and it pays teacher salaries.

Everything else can be out-

ot Areas of

Investment

2001-02 2015
2023-24 2480

Total Enrolment Enrolmentin Pvt Share of Enroiment
Schools (mn) Unaided Schools (mn) | PvtUnaided Schools (%)

335
90.1

16.6
36.3

Source: DRHP by Elevate Campuses

sourced. The school bus, uniforms,
catering, IT support, HR, finance,
marketing, teacher training—none
of this has to sit inside the trust.
Most schools hire outside compa-
nies to handle these.

This is where PE has found its
opening. A fund doesn’t buy the
trust. It builds a separate company
that provides these outsourced ser-
vices,and that company charges the
school trust a fee. The trust stays
nonprofit, exactly as the law re-
quires. The company earning the
profit sits one step away.

According to a Bengaluru-based
lawyer specialising in education,
structures are “set up with isolated
buckets or silos for the not-for-profit
trusts”, which continuetooperatethe
schools. “All the licences sit with
those trustsand employees and teach-
ers are employed by the trust. You es-
sentially have service providers who
come intowork with these trusts.”

It also means clearing several lay-
ersof governmentapproval beforea
single class can begin. “Broadly, this

Year of

atol Investment

Lighthouse = KKR PSP | 8260 60 Operationsand = Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Mumbai, = 2019, 2025
Learning ; Investments | ™" management Pune, Delhi, Gurgaon, Noida, Bhopal (two tranches)
Kedaara ¢ -
o v Hyderabad, Chennai, Kolkata, and cities
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‘ Sofina Ventures ‘ Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
| . Infra and .
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Campuses | Investments 200 DIDpEY Pradesh, Punjab A =
: § | o
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Periwal Blackstone NA 6 Operations and Jaipur 2026 z
sehool management é

Source: Media reports, Tracxn, school websites, DRHP by Elevate Campuses

is a three-layered regulatory re-
gime,” the lawyer says. “State-level
compliance, which is what youneed
just to commence operations.
Central compliance, which is funda-
mentally the Right to Education
Act. And affiliation-specific compli-
ances, depending on which board
youare affiliated to.”

On top of that come two rules that
hit a school’s finances directly.
Several states cap how much fees a
school can raise each year. Private
schools are also required to set aside
a share of seats for students from
economically weaker families, at re-
duced or no fees. Both rules exist to
keep education affordable. Both also
cut into what a school, or the compa-
ny servicing it, can actually earn.

That combination—a not-for-prof-
ittrustat the centre, and a for-profit
services company built around it—
is what people in the sector call a
grey area. It hasn’t been challenged
or tested in any major way yet.

THE PARALLELS
Mukesh Tiwari, partner at Alta
Capital that owns and invests in
Elevate Campuses, says, “There are
multiple platform plays. You have
platforms that invest directly in
schools. And youhave NBFCs doing
the financing side. Coaching is a
platform, but that’s a discretionary
spend. In between all of these, no-
body was focused on the essen-
tials—thereal estate and infrastruc-
turemanagement of schools. That’s
where we come in,” he says.
Hospitals faced similar restric-
tions, and built the same kind of
structure around it, called opco-
propceo structures in legal parlance.
To put it simply, an operations com-
pany and a property management
company are put in place. They
charge the trust for services and

manage the real estate. Now it
doesn’t matter if the trust runs a
hospital or an educational institu-
tion. The money it earns can still be
redirected to these companies.

“Opco-propco structures exist in
hospitals as well but in the health-
care sector for-profit companies are
allowed to exist,” says Raajiv
Singhal, CEO of Marengo Asia
Hospitals, which is backed by
Samara Capital, the Godrej family
office and the Havells family office.
Max Hospital Saket, one of Delhi’s
largest, isregistered as a trust, with
aseparate opco thatcharges its fees.
Fortis Hospital Vasant Kunj isstruc-
tured the same way. So is BL Kapoor
Hospital in Delhi.

Singhal sees real upside in the en-
try of PE in education, like in
healthcare. “Private eq-

IMAGE: AI-GENERATED
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The New Kids' Table
= Private equity is
= targeting a bigger,
stickier market
than hospitals:
schools.
Tune in to ETPlay.com. Available
on EconomicTimes.com/podcast,
Amazon Prime Music, Apple Podcasts,
JloSaavn and Spotify.

The sector does have plenty of
room for upsides. “The market is
characterised by a persistent sup-
ply-demand imbalance, with limit-
ed capacity in high-quality schools.
Coupled with rising household in-
comes, this has strengthened par-
ents’ willingness to spend on premi-

um private education

uity canachievecertain  “The soul should offering best-in-class in-
things by entering edu- remain inthe frastructureand interna-
cation. Professionalism tional curricula,” says
will come. Scale will School.ltshould Aakansha Sethi, partner
come, especially if they notbetoomuch atLEK Consulting’sglob-
can build brands—they about cost aleducation practice.
can take it to tier-2 cit- e gy The predictability of the
ies, where people want optimisation’ cash flow works in a
bztltler (;ffeliingls," i —~NIPUN fund'sfavour lt(ooA “Ithas aei
of which is wel- negative working capit:
come. GOENKA, MD, model since fees are col-
GD Goenka Group  lected at the start of the
THE CONCERNS academic year,” says

But for those who have spent years
building schools, the worry is
about what changes once a fund is
involved.

“I believe the soul should remain
in the school,” says Nipun Goenka,
MD of GD Goenka Group, which op-
erates over 120 K-12 schools. “It
should not be too much about cost
optimisation—after all, you are
dealing with students. If a private
equity player comes in, it's all about
the bottomline.”

He also sees clearly why funds are
drawn to the business. It'sa good an-
nuity model, he says. Schools are
also increasing fees by 5-10% every
year—a good compounding return
over 12 years.

There are also questions around
whether consolidation of the sort
that happened in hospitals will hap-
pen in schools, resulting in the rise
of chains and franchises.

Sethi. “It offers long-term revenue
visibility, with students typically en-
rolled for 12 years. It’s resilient to
economicdownturn, as parents tend
toprioritiseeducation spending over
most other discretionary expenses.”

Even so, the question is whether
they can replicate the success in
hospitals. Nobody has had an exit.
No large PE-backed education plat-
formhas gone public. None has been
sold at the scale of hospital chains.
The management-company struc-
tures built around school trusts
have never been through a public
market, or any real stress test.

But then, hospitals had an almost
10-year head start and, even there,
big exits are a fairly recent develop-
ment. Education is further behind
that curve. Simply put, the capital
arrived well before anyone has prov-
en it can be multiplied.

alenjith.johny@timesofindia.com

JASPREET
BINDRA

Cofounder, Al&Beyond

swer seems to be yes, or at least close enough,

formost practical purposes.

Alcanwriteaclean LinkedIn post, generate
ahummable song, produce a perfectly struc-
tured memo, make a McKinsey-like slide and
finish off by summarisingallof itinacompe-

tent email. It is fluent, smooth, tireless, often
near perfect; 10out of 10, almost.
The problem is that we may soon become

sick of 10outof 10.

In 1997, Garry Kasparov lost to IBM's Deep

Blue, and our belief in human supremacy

overmachines took a big blow:

The ancient game of chess, created in India
and perfected by other civilisations, was al-
ways regarded as the highest theatre of pure
human intelligence. But now it was con-
queredbyamachine. Sincethen, themachine

hasonly becomemore powerful.

Today a decent chess engine on a mobile
phone can defeat the strongest human grand-
Magnus Carlsen or R
Praggnanandhaa isnot better than Stockfish,

master.

andno human beingever will be.

And yet, playing chess has become even

more popular:

An increasing number of people watch
Carlsenand Praggaplay They watch because
the point of human chess is not only the per-
fect move, but the vulnerability of two hu-
mans like us who would hesitate, miscalcu-
late, panic and improvise, get tired and then
suddenly find amove that feelslike magic.

Itishumandrama,and machine-like perfec-
tionof twocomputersplayingeach other will
leavethem cold, the veryantithesisof drama.
This peculiar quest for imperfection may be-

comethedefining truth of the ATage.

‘We have spent the last few years asking
whether Al can write, draw,codeand createas
well as human beings. Increasingly, the an-

MARK OF THE HAND

Wearealready seeing this in the plague of Al
slopon LinkedIn. You can spot it from amile
away: thesmooth openingline, theneat three
lessons, the inspirational paragraph, the
carefully balanced humility, the “here is

what it taught me” ending.

It is grammatically correct and emotional-
lydead. Inresponse, wehave started hunting
for posts that are messy, opinionated, oddly
structured, perhaps even badly punctuated,
but unmistakably written by someone who

haslived that thought.

signal of humanauthorship.

comes scarce.

Thesameishappening with books. Amazon
isreportedly flooded with Al-generated titles,
many polished but soulless. As a result, we
increasingly look for books from known pub-
lishers rather than self-published ones as a

In such a world, the value of a human
book lies not just in how well it is written,
but in how clearly it has been felt. When
text becomes infinite, real authorship be-

Thisphenomenonisnotnew. Humanbeings
have always valued themark of thehand.

‘Amachinecanmakeaperfect ceramicbowl,
smooth, symmetricaland identical tothenext
thousand bowls. But weoften pay moreforthe
potter’s bowl precisely because it is not per-

Age to,Be Imperfect

Inthe Al
era, flaw is
not failure—
itis human
signature

R

IMAGE: AI-GENERATED
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fect. The uneven lip, the thumbprint, the mi-
nordent, ortheslighttiltinthebody of thepot:
these are not defects, but provenance, signal-
ling thata human hand passed through here.
The Japanese have a phrase for this: wabi-
sabi, the beauty of something that is imper-
manent, imperfect and incomplete, and thus
its art of kintsugi, where a broken pot is
mended back together with gold lacquer:
InIndia, we have our own version of it. We
havethe nazar battu, thesmall black spoton
ababy’s face or the fiercely ugly face mask
. hung above doors. Perfect beauty feels dan-
= gerous, almost inhuman. Persian carpet
°  makers were said to leave a
flaw in their carpets because
perfection belonged only to

oLk paint faces the way a camera

. sees faces. MF Husain did not
draw horses like they should
look like; his horses were rest-

es, flawless prose, balanced
compositions and correct an-
swers. But beauty is not the same as perfec-
tion; it is in the cracked note of a singer, the
pause before an actor remembers a line and
the grandmother who never measured any-
thingbutalways got the dishright.

This is why author Sangeet Paul Choudary
saysthatintheageof AL humanswillbecome
“luxury goods”. He uses the example of a

When

cheap, human
output be-

wine sommelier—it is for their knowledge,
selection and cork-sniffing performance that
‘wepay apremium inarestaurant.

Similarly, we pay a huge premium to go
to a live concert over a Spotify rendition.
‘When machine output becomes abundant
and cheap, human output becomes
premium not because it is perfect, but
because it carries human presence and
lived experience.

AUTHENTICITY OVER EFFICIENCY
The mistake humans will make in the Al age
istocompete withmachineson thefinishand

polish. Theworstthinga writer
oranartist can donow is try to
soundlike AT, asmany of usare

God. The flaw was not a fail- maChlne OUt' doing on our LinkedIn posts—

ure, butahuman signature. sounding smooth, agreeable,

Great art has always under- pUt becomes optimised and dead. The win-

» . stood this. Picasso did not abU ndant and ners will be those who become
more of themselves, not less.

Authenticity will always win
over efficiency.
We began with chess, so let

less, elongated, full of motion COMES Pre- us end with football. Imagine
ot o . UM WhR it {5 o 26 L
mybitondstortion o« Carries lived - robots There would be no
beauty, with symmetrical fac- eXDerlence les, nerves or exhaustion, no

striker missing from two
yards, and no Messi walking

for 70 minutes and then suddenly bending
space-time. It would be technically astonish-
ingand emotionally hollow.

In a world where machines can generate
perfection on demand, the most valuable
thing a human being may do is remain un-
mistakably, recognisably imperfect.

Views arepersonal
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Vikram Doctor

u are stuck at a junction in

Goa. Thisis common during

the regular November-

March tourist season, but

this used to be uncommon

during the monsoons. Yet

here youare, stuck inalight

rain and, worse, next to a sewage tanker
trailing its unmistakable odour.

The vehicles jammed in all directions
include many with out-of-state licence
plates, particularly TS (or more up-to-date
TG) from Telangana. Among the local
cars isataxi SUV crammed with a family
of tourists, all wearing clothes cut from
the same vibrantly floral fabric—men’s
shirts, women’s frocks, even an old lady’s
sari. Nothing is moving so should you get
outand stretch your legs, maybe buy a pa-
neer tikkaroll from the cart on the corner,
or some flowers from a shop with blos-
soms in buckets?

This could be a weekend scene in several
parts of Goa just now. The monsoons used
to be when tourism ended. Beach shacks
were brought down, restaurants closed
their doors and staff went home to their
villages or looked for non-season jobs.
Resorts tried to minimise losses with su-
per-discounted packages and the state gov-
ernment tried to promote what was called,
rather cringingly, rain-drop tourism, with
talk about waterfalls and lakes.

IT'S RAINING TOURISTS

Monsoon tourism really seems to be tak-
ing off now for reasons more linked to
West Asia than established tourism ef-
forts. The ongoing hostilities have ru-
ined the Gulf as a holiday destination
while its influence on the plummeting
rupee has made other foreign trips pain-
fully expensive. Goa has always been an
easy option for quick, last-minute do-
mestic tourism. Many restaurants have
realised that the costs of closing
and reopening, particularly hiring
and retraining staff, are more than
those of staying open, even with
losses, through the monsoons.
Ever since Covid, there have also
been more permanent residents
which help with demand, espe-
cially for food delivery.

Much of this change isn’t cap-
tured in the standard metrics for
tourism, which focus on flights
and hotel room occupancy. A re-
cent report showed a sharp see-
saw, with a historic high of 18.18
lakh air passengers to Goa in May,
most of them domestic, followed by a
steepdecline in Juneto4.561akh,a19.4%
decline from the figures for June 2025.

Thisdoesn’t take intoaccount thelarge
number of tourists arriving in other
ways. The Konkan Railways’ monsoon
services are particularly popular be-
cause they offer a spectacular glimpse of
the Dudhsagar waterfalls, with spray of-
ten reaching the trains. The busloads of
passengers that drive down from the west
coasthave resulted in Calangute becoming
amini-Gujarat, with pure vegetarian res-
taurants offering regional Gujarati food.
Many regular tourists have realised that
the best solution for Goa’s soaring taxi
ratesissimply to drive your own car down,
particularly if you come from close-by
stateslike Karnataka and Telangana.

This is where Goa’s traffic jam comes in.

OTHER METRICS
When regular indicators are ineffective
people startlooking at other metrics, even
if they are more anecdotal than statistical.
One well-known example is the Lipstick
Effect, first advanced by cosmetics tycoon
Leonard Lauder in 2008 when he noted that
his company Estée Lauder’s lipstick sales
rose after the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
Lauder’s theory was that when people
were anticipatingbad times, they switched
expensive indulgences, like fashion wear,
for smaller ones, like cosmetics.
And so rising lipstick sales could
indicate a comingrecession better
than government data which
would take time to show a fall in
economic activity—and
could, quite likely, be mas-
saged by governments to
minimise bad news.
Another unusual indi-
cator is cardboard box
production, whererising
sales are correlated with
rising consumer purchases
of the products it is used for
packing. The Federal
Reserve Bank of St Louis
now tracks “corrugated and
solid fiber box manufactur-
ing”. The consulting firm
Accenture has tracked pet
services (grooming,
boarding, pet sitting) asa
sign of economic confi-
dence since the high
costs associated
with pet ownership
mean that few will
adopt pets inarecession. The seeming
anomaly here is the Covid years O

How Do | Count the
Tourists in Goa?

As flights and hotel occupancy fail to capture the number of tourists flocking to Goa, here
are some unusual indicators that also mark the changing nature of tourism—traffic jams
in monsoon of vehicles sporting KL, MH and TG licence plates, rising short-term stays in

villas and Airbnb properties and, of course, the many avatars of paneer on menus

traffic jam scenario brings together
several unusual markers for tourism
activity in Goa. Non-state licence plates
obviously indicate cars being driven into
Goa, though some of them will belong to
non-Goan residents who haven’t changed
their plates. Goa offers a huge diversity of
outside licence

ILLUSTRATIONS: ZAHID

Many regular tourists have realised that the best
solution for Goa's soaring taxi rates is simply to
drive your own car down, particularly if you come
from close-by states like Karnataka and Telangana.
This is where Goa’s traffic jam comes in
plates, but some states like KA
(Karnataka), MH (Maharashtra)

and, above all, TS/TG (Telangana)
predominate.

when need for companionship at

home meant that people adopted even
though they were losing jobs—but then,
when the pandemic ended, the rates of pet
abandonment sadly soared. Geographers
now use lighting at night, easily captured

from sat- ellite images, for literally il-
luminating insights into
geographic distribu-
tion of economic
activity.

T he

BIRYANI ON THE MANDOVI
A hospitality professional says that
the casino boats on the Mandoviriver

Hyderabad, and their Telugu food of-
ferings have increased. Itcan'tbea -
coincidence then that Telugufood,
which can be hard to find outside
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh,
is relatively well represented in
north Goa now with restaurants like
House of Telugu and Minapattu
(Vagator), Trails of Taste (Anjuna)

> and Mana Andhra Ruchulu,

2\

Bhimavaram Vari Telugu
Ruchulu and Royal Telugu
Ruchulu (Calangute).
Aggregated hotel occupancy
rates for May and June this year
aren’t yet available, but one factor is
making this an increasingly inade-
quate indicator. Non-hotel options
have been increasing rapidly, whether
classified as homestays, villa rentals,
or just short-term rentals. Family or
friends who come to Goa often find rent-
ing two-three villas a better option than
paying for many hotel rooms. Villas also
come with more freedom from hotel sur-
veillance and rules, and villa manage-
ment companies can provide many of the
services that hotels offer. Builders of villa
clusters have now set up concierge compa-
nies that will maintain villas for those
buying them as second homes and also

are seeing a surge in customers from |/\|\

manage short-term rentals so that the
cost of their investment can be recouped.

GLOBAL VILLA-GE

These short-term rentals currently fly un-
der the radar of most hospitality data col-
lection, but one website that offers an in-
dication is Airroi.com, which collates

Airbnb listings and revenue interna-

tionally. Its top 100 markets in India
by activelistings oddly lists Goan
villages alongside major cities:
Bengaluru, for example, leads
with 3,282 listings, and
Candolim is the highest listing
for Goa, with 1,188 listings.
Four roughly contiguous vil-
lages in north Goa—Candolim,
Calangute, Arpora and Anjuna
—feature in the top 30, and their
combined listings come to 2,945
properties, which puts them at No. 3
onthelist, ahead of New Delhi.

In total, 21 Indian locations on Airroi.
com’s listare in Goa, giving a total of 6,781
short-term rental locations. The website
also lists locations by revenue and this is
even more startling: 15 of the 20 most prof-
itable short-term rental locations are in
Goa, with Assagao topping the list with an
average monthly revenue of $1,243 and a
32.9% occupancy. No. 2is Badem, a vil-
lage next to Assagao, with an aver-

age monthly revenue of $1,182. The
figures may be even higher since
some really premium properties
only offer direct bookings, not
through siteslike Airbnb.

e ® U 2

FOLLOW THE SEWAGE TANKER

Assagao, like many Goan villages, does
nothave sewage lines since most villagers
have septic tanks. Builders of new villas
typically skimp on providing adequate
septic tanks or sewage treatment plants,
preferring instead to hire sewage tankers
to suck up the waste two or three times a
week, depending on the level of
occupancy.

This is then taken to sewage treatment
plants, though it is often alleged that tank-
ersdischarge the waste in mangroves and
secluded river locations. Whatever the
truth of that, this does make the move-
ments of sewage tankers one way to track
occupancy rates in short-term rental
properties—it is literally data that can’t
be flushed away!

Other indicators are perhaps less im-
pactful, though more visible. Flower
shops are one of the less noted signs of

On Airroi.com’s list, 15

of the 20 most profitable
short-term rental

locations in India are

in Goa. Assagao tops

the list with an average
monthly revenue of $1,243
and a 32.9% occupancy. No.
2 is Badem near Assagao
with an average monthly
revenue of $1,182

gentrification. Around 20 years back, if
you wanted flowers you had to head toa
large market, like Mapusa’s, where flow-
ers were mostly available as garlands for
temples or wreaths for churches. Today,
tourist locations like Anjuna have multi-
ple shops selling expensive flowers grown
out of the state, though Goan farmers are
also now switching from rice and vegeta-
bles to more high-value crops like orchids
and sunflowers.

CUT FROM THE SAME CLOTH

Groups of tourists wearing clothes of the
same fabricisasmall, but established part
of mass tourism. One practical argument
is that it helps large groups remain cohe-
sive in crowded locations, but it’s mostly
Jjust a fun way to signal a collective vaca-
tion. Corporate offsites, arapidly growing
business in Goa, also use themed
shirts asa way for office
groups to relax.
There
are

clothing websites that cater to this market,
offering coordinated wear for groups rang-
ingfrom couples (“Twinning is Winning™)
tolarge family or friend groups.

Goa’s cuisine never featured dairy prod-
ucts in any major way, but now paneer is
inescapable. It shows the changing nature
of domestic tourism. In the past, visitors
to Goa, whether Indian or foreign, eagerly
consumed the abundant seafood, pork
and other meats on offer in the state. Most
still do, but the prevalence of paneer on
most menus signals the importance of
domestic vegetarian tourists who view it
as their desired protein.

Paneer usually appears in the standard
north Indian dishes, but some places now
offera Goan-style paneer cafreal! Youcanget
paneer pizzas, paneer momos, Thai fried pa-
neeranda vanoutside Mapusa offers paneer
shawarma. Perhaps paneer on menus could
become the best unusual indicator of the
spending power of Indian tourists.

Sonali Kokra

Buried in my phone live WhatsApp
groups called Sole Sisters and Bag Ladies
and half a dozen others with delightfully
cringey, punny names. Cumulatively,
these groups are roughly 500 women deep.
T've met, at best, maybe a dozen of them.

And, yet, I can tell you with a fair degree
of accuracy, who among these familiar-
but-faceless women is struggling with
caregiving responsibilities for a narcis-
sistic mother who just won’t let up. Which
one is burnt out by an ADHD child. How
many have fallen out of love with their
husbands. And who all uninstalled their
dating apps for the 36th week in arow after
their 228th run-in with a married man te-
diously quoting Rumi and sermonising
about marriage being a social construct.
The women in these groups have helped
each other crack interviews, start SIPs,
rehome shoe/pet/plant babies, build apps
and appetisers and, on occasion, even fed
and clothed each other.

Inmy 20s, I mythologised romantic love,
built my entire emotional architecture
around the idea that it is the main event.
The meet-cute, the discovering of each
other’s eccentricities and peccadilloes
(and problematic exes that give you
pause), the soft and hard launches, the
nail-biting will-they-won’'t-they (and by
thatIobviously mean both sets of vaguely

Our Unwritten Love Story

Friendship is possibly the only relationship that welcomes the slightly unhinged,
unfinished version of the person lurking beneath the competent-adult exterior

Ranbir Kapoor has managed in his entire
filmography (so far), who are our cheer-
leaders through three career pivots, who
saw us at our most diminished— sedated
with grief or humiliated by failure —and
still chose to stay. They're really the ones
we should be introducing as our “other
half” to the world.

The friend who, at 18, smoked beedis with
meoutside the principal’sroomas aformof
silent protest for something that seemed
like a good hill to die on for two rebels with-
outacauseduringacollege trip, isstill, at 38,
the one who determinedly floods her phone

disappointed parents who think their
simple-minded spawn deserves better
than what they've chosen for themselves),
the invariable separation (because every
good love story needs a cliffhanger), the
ringand, finally, the choking declarations
of finally finding the person who “com-
pletes” you and is your “everything”.

But the thing about trying to complete
someone and being their everything is that
it'safantasy And it is profoundly draining.
Loverequires equal partnership. Parenting
needs you tobe abottomless container. Work
asks you to be efficient. Friendship is possi-

youdon't yet know what—back together.

COUNCIL OF WOMEN

One of the most delightful things about get-
ting older is that if youdo it right, youend up
with a small council of scarily competent,
gossipy-but-not-judgy women whowillorgan-
ise themselves around your crises, combat-
ready, wielding Tupperwares and enough
packets of Electral because obviously you
need to be reminded to eat and drink and at
leastbrush your teeth and hair; if youcan'tbe
bothered to shower; because you're not a hea-
then. There’s more romance in their no-non-
sense presence than the collective poetic
oeuvreof all themen I've encountered in the
datingworld.

Men do all of this, too, but while studiously
pretendingthey’redoingnothingatall. Anex
andhisbestfriendmaintained theirown two-
decade-old friendshipbuiltalmostentirely on
cricket statistics, aggressive mockery and a
shared refusal to ever say the words “Tlove

book with my fledglingbusiness’s catalogue
while waiting for her mammogram.

§¢,, Anotheronehasflownacrosscontinents
© on little notice because “something felt
= very off” when I suddenly stopped re-
= o sponding to texts fora fortnight. No judge-
—‘ ment, no leapfrogging to bitchy interpre-
= tations, just a gut that said, “that’s not
ez normal”, which ultimately resulted in
“I'mhere” at2am with fiveice creams and
< the kind of hug that glues something—

bly the only relationship that welcomes the
slightly unhinged, unfinished version of the
personlurking beneath the competent-adult
exterior:

OUR TRUE BETTER HALVES

Which is why, now, in my 30s, I have far
more appreciation for the people who
have been doing the actual heavy lifting.
The ones who watch us go through more
personality changes in a decade than

There's more romance in
the no-nonsense presence
of women friends than the
collective poetic oeuvre of
all the men I've encoun-
tered in the dating world

you, man” without immediately following it
with an insult. Unlike my WhatsApp groups
withlong, verbose paragraphsprovidingcon-
textforthelifeeventcurrently beingdissected
and equally sturdy walls of texts dedicated to
the pursuit of ferreting out subtexts and un-
dercurrents, his have subsisted almost en-
tirely on memes, cricket/football arguments
andtheoccasionalfour-word check-ins. For 11
years!

Women narrate their closeness. Men,
pressured into emotional impermeability
early in their lives, often build intimacy
through the shared absurdity (and com-
fort) of doing something pointless together
for decades. Both, I've come to appreciate,
are expressions of love. One just comes
bearing better voice notes.

Romantic love, for all its theatre, exists
largely to convince you that you were cho-
sen—that one person looked at the field and
picked you over everyone else. And, of
course, it feels good to be chosen.

But friendship never bothered with the au-
dition. It just kept showing up, on its own
schedule—mammogram texts, 2 am ice
cream, four-word check-ins—sometimes af-
ter years of near-total silence, refusing,
rather rudely, to make a big deal of itself.
Maybe that's the real reason it never got its
own love story. We didn't bother to write it
downbecause it wasnever tryingtobelitera-
ture. It wasjust trying to get us to Saturday.

Sonali Kokra is a Mumbai-based writer
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WHY WE CAN'T HANDLE THE SHEER FILTH & THE FURY OF ‘KACHA KHISTI'

The choicest gaali and most obnoxious insults are bad enough to witness, but what ruptures many a respectable spleen is when these are hurled at public figures who deserve all-protective respect

RED HERRING

INDRAJIT

mostly in the form of nasty slogans,
memes, and other visuals on placards, es-
pecially targeted at elders who deserve un-
mitigated respect for being, well, elders.
For starters, Gen Z did not discover the
choicest gaalis. There have been people
from my father's generation — pre-baby
boomers born before 1946 — whose lan-
guage targeted at ‘respectable’ public fig-
ures would have made Odysseus want his
earssealed with wax even when he was sit-
tingathis4-BHK in Ithaca.

But yes, these Gen Z-ers have done what

As astoundingly idiotic wrangles go,
this has to be right up there with ‘But you
know, the British did bring the railways to
India.’ (Abey, Venn diagram ki... Russia,
Japan, Mexicodidn'thave tobe British col-
onies to import and implement railway
steam tech.) After the jantar banter sub-
sidedlast week, we now have Gen X, on dif-
ferent sides of X that marks the spot, fight-
ing over whether Gen Z or millennials
have been brought up better.

At the centre of this upbringing debate
(sic) is Gen Z's apparent discovery of dis-
gusting abuses and ‘sickening’ insults,

we Gen X-ers could do only with the lan-
dline telephone. No, not make random
prank calls and hang up after saying
things to strangers that we'd not utter out-
side the safety of a telephone mouthpiece,
but use prevalent technology to spread
gandigandi baat.

The Bengali phrase ‘kacha khishti’ is al-
most onomatopoeic in that it packs much
morethan what it means in English: raw, in
thesense of choicest,abuse. While thelevel
of ‘rawness’ is still seen largely in socioec-
onomic class terms — the lower the posi-
tion, the ‘lower’ the language—over time,

OK, KEEP IT CIVIL, CAPTAIN

unsavoury verbs and nouns, tactically ar-
ranged to scandalise and horrify, have
gained social street cred for its power to
shock and awe — and impress. Language
never becomes more alive than in ‘kacha
khisti’.

Great contemporary writers like the late
Nabarun Bhattacharya — Sahitya Akade-
mi Award winner, no less — have made de-
moticabuses of the non-PG Wodehouse va-
riety takeonaliterary sheen of itsown. But
I digress. Spouting a grand concoction of
scatological-anatomical-sexual ~word-im-

these
Some

ages that make the best linguistic Molotov
cocktail is just the gentler part of the story.

Being foul-mouthed is seen as a sign of
bad upbringing, and hanging with the
‘wrong sort’. But you are marked as being
downrightdepraved if your graphicabuse
is directed at a personage — dead or alive,
Nehru included.

I once heard a 70-yr-old man, who hap-
pened to be fond of, among other things,
Chaplin’s Limelight and Cold War history,
speak about Gandhi in language that

would make even the other Mohandas — whatal

T1-yr-old rightwing commentator TG Mo-
handas, booked last week for saying on his
YouTube channel in the context of NEET
protesters, ‘Gangrapes willhappen. In this
case, there won't be any complaints as

leftists, secular, democratic and proletar-
ians.’—almostblanch.

But older generations with a gift of the
garbage-gab didn’t have much in terms of
delivery mechanisms. Gen Z’s talented
abusers, however, have the reach, thanks
tothegreatsocial-mainstreammedialoop.
Like pornography, once an adult enter-
tainment genre, hurling filth and fury are
now available to anyone with a screen. All
that was left for Gen Zabaan were intent
and target. And these became ‘suddenly’
available.

So, witnessing the ‘most disgusting’
abuses isn’t really the issue here, when

The same cultures that tolerate violence often

clutch their pearls harder at expletives

are people who like being raped.
women like being raped, especially

methodologies are regularly taken out of
the toolkit to defend those accused of rape,
hanker for mob justice, or normalise hate
speeches. The same cultures that tolerate
violence often clutch their pearls harderat
expletives.

The roots of this hypersensitivity lie in
worship. Profanity was once tied to blas-
phemy, adirect affront to divine authority.
To curse was literally to curse god. As reli-
gion ceded ground to secularism, the ta-
boo migrated. Today, swearing is framed
as an assault on civility, decency, family
values, sanskriti. But the mechanism is
the same.

Butcan therebe somethingevenmore ob-
noxious than a respected figure being
abused in the most disgusting way? I
would think a respected figure giving ‘ka-
cha khisti’ would be a thing to behold. I
wait for that bl*ssed day.

boutery, denial, and other standard

indrajit.hazra@timesofindia.com
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The Quiet Joy
Of Raising
Ordinary Kids

Sure, ambition matters, but not every
child has to be a concert level pianist

I find myself in a slightly more relaxed phase of
motherhood. Both my children are now adults, with
one stepping into the job market. It is, of course, not
‘all done.” But it feels like the perfect moment to re-
flect, reassess, and indulge in a little retrospective
wisdom.

Years ago, surrounded by high-achieving parents,
the bar felt permanently set somewhere between the
Olympics and Stockholm. 1 remember my husband
remarking, after reading social media posts about
unusually advanced toddlers, that our friends’ chil-
dren would collectively produce the following: an In-
dian cricketer, an Olympian, a Fields Medal winner,
and a Nobel laureate. Such was the perceived talent
pool. Or perhaps, the optimism.

1, too, quietly harboured dreams of raising excep-
tional children. Maybe not Nobel Prize-exceptional,
but at least ‘someone mentions them at a dinner par-
ty’ exceptional.

Life, however, has a gentle way of editing our
scripts. My children are exceptional, just not in the
way Ionceimagined. They arekind. Theyare thesort
of people who say thank you to waiters and callhome
without being reminded. Those are not minor
achievements.

They have been to good schools, played sports,
learned music, and done reasonably well at all of it.
Not quite Royal Albert Hall or Lord’s level, but solid,
respectable, clap-from-the-second-row performanc-
es. And that, as it turns out, is where most of life hap-
pens.

Weoftenforgetjusthow small the percentage is that
reaches global fame, or prize-winning brilliance.
Just below that sits a vast and comfortable band of
good, capable, and quietly successful people. The
world, inconveniently, is largely run by them.

Yet, many of us prefer to believe our child is simply
one coaching class away from greatness. So, we
stretch ourselves financially, emotionally, and logis-
tically, all in pursuit of that extra edge. One of the
most striking examples of this collective ambition is
the rush to send children abroad for education, often
without financial aid, and sometimes beyond a fam-
ily'smeans.

Theintention is pure:
to give them the best.
But the reality is more
complicated. Along-
side opportunity
comes pressure.
Alongsidepride comes
a quiet, persistent
guilt. The unspoken
weight of sacrifice.

With ever-changing
immigration  rules,
staying on in many REMEMBER, MOZART
Westerncountriesisun- pjpN'T MAKEITTOIIT
certain. This is not al-
ways easy to explain to parents back home, for whom
aforeign degree still sounds like a guaranteed life up-
grade.

Meanwhile, these young adults study intensely and

work equally hard. I see them in cafés and supermar-
kets, stacking shelves and serving customers. Their
faces brighten instantly when someone is kind to
them. It'sasmallreminder of how much theyare car-
rying.
1 do, however, occasionally feel a flicker of irrita-
tion. My daughter, after years of piano lessons, now
barely plays. My son, after years of cricket coaching,
wants a break. There is, I admit, a small voice that
says, After all those early mornings?’

But perhaps that is the wrong lens. Not everything
our children do needs to translate into a lifelong pas-
sion or professional achievement. Sometimes it
builds discipline, exposure, and perspective. As
someone wisely said, “Your children are not your ré-
sume.’

Be ambitious for them, certainly. Give them oppor-
tunities. Encourage effort. But don’t begin with the
assumption thatevery 5-year-old withabatisafuture
national player, or, at least, IPL material.

There will always be a few extraordinary outliers.
Therest willfind their way into that wide, stable, and
entirely respectable middle. And there is dignity in
that space. In fact, there is happiness there too.

Bettertoraise children whoare emotionally secure,
resilient, and kind than to raise ones burdened by
quietinadequacy or constant comparison. The world
isalready demanding enough. What we can offer isa
home that does not measure them relentlessly. A safe
space they can return to, regardless of how things
unfold. A place that celebrates their joys and absorbs
their disappointments.

A place where they are allowed to become them-
selves. Not impressive versions. Not performative
versions. Just whole ones.

CAN MACHINES FILL IN FOR TEACHERS? -

Al can certainly enhance learning in classrooms, but can it connect the way a human teacher can with a student?

DATA CRUNCHER

Imagine an ordinary classroom —ex-
cept for one thing: the teacher standing
before the class has never been a stu-
dent herself. She has never sat nervous-
1y before an exam, worried about disap-
pointing her parents, struggled with a
difficult chapter late at night, or felt the
joy of finally understanding something

that once seemed impossible.

Her name is Sally, and she’s an Al-pow-
ered humanoid robot developed by To-
ronto-based Realbotix. She was expect-
ed to help teach coding, robotics and AT
at a high school in Salamanca, New
York State. The plan has since been
shelved after concerns over privacy
and data collection. That pause may de-
lay Sally, but it’'s unlikely to delay the fu-
ture. AL like it or not, is steadily enter-

ing classrooms.

The debate over Sally is, therefore, not
about one robot. It's about an unexpect-
edly old question: what makes someone

ateacher?

For centuries, the answer seemed too
obvious to ask. A teacher doesn’t sim-
ply teach a subject. Every teacher walks
into the classroom, carrying an invisi-
ble schoolbag filled with old report

sonalised ATeducation.

cards, impossible homework, embar-
rassing mistakes, small victories and,
if he or she is lucky, the memory of
someone who once believed in them.
Every teacher was once a child. Sally
never was. Perhaps that absence mat-
tersmore thanallher computing power.

Curiously, Sally wouldn’t have sur-
prised Isaac Asimov. In his 1951 story,
‘The Fun They Had,’ children in 2157
learn from mechanical teachers that
adjust lessons to each student’s pace, a
vision close to today’s promise of per-

The tech sounds remarkably mod-
ern. The question doesn’t. Asimov
quietly wondered whether something
precious disappears when learning
becomes a conversation with a ma-
chine instead of a room full of class-
mates. 70 years later, films like Park
Joong Eun’s 2021 After Yang continue
to ask a similar question: can a ma-
chine become part of our emotional

lives? Or does it merely imitate them?

None of thismeans Alshould stay out-
side the school gate. Quite the opposite.
Many countries and geographically re-
mote areas struggle to recruit enough
teachers, especially in S&T. Teachers
spend hours on paperwork that nobody
enters the profession ever dreamt
about. If Al can take over routine tasks,
explain algebra for the n-th time with-
out sounding impatient, or help a shy
student after school hours, it deserves a
warm welcome.

The difficulty is that beneficial tech-
nologies never just solve problems.
They quietly change . Calculators
meant fewer logarithm tables. GPS
meant fewer folded paper maps. Search
engines meant fewer facts stored in our
heads. Al will change classrooms too,
perhaps in ways we cannot yet predict.

Some changes will be welcome. Some
changes warrant reconsideration. For
example, a human teacher forgets. A

At its best, education’s one human helping
another discover what he or she can become

SO YOU WANT ME REPLACED DOYOU?

machine usually doesn’t. A wrong an-
swer, an awkward question, or an em-
barrassing classroom moment has tra-
ditionally faded with time. Should ev-
ery childhood mistake become perma-
nentdata?

Yet, the deepest difference between a
human teacher and a machine is un-
likely to be intelligence. It's memory
of another kind. Years after leaving
school, few of usremember an elegant
proof in geometry, or the date of anob-
scure historical treaty. We remember
the teacher who waited after class be-
cause she knew we were struggling.
We remember the teacher who looked
at a disappointing marksheet and
somehow saw more potential than the
marks.

‘A machine may one day explain calcu-
lus more clearly than any teacher I ever
had. I would happily welcome that day.
But I still hope there’s someone in the
classroom who notices the student star-
ing out of the window instead of at the
board, or the one whose unusually unti-
dy homework is really a quiet cry for
help. Perhaps one day Sally will notice
those things too.

Whether she truly understands them
is a different question. Education has
never been only about transferring
knowledge. At its best, it's one human
being helping another discover what
he or she can become. It’s about pass-
ingon confidence, curiosity, and hope.
A human teacher gives a child some-
thing no algorithm can calculate: the
feeling that another human being be-
lieves in them. And sometimes, that
kind of lesson changes a life.

The writer is professor; Indian
Statistical Institute, Kolkata
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Gen Alpha ’/5

Melody

1 always said all songs sound simi-
lar these days.

What about songs of today?

Tell me, did you ever have a feeling
that every new pop song sounds
vaguely like something you have
heard before? Apparently, if a new
viral YouTube video is to be be-
lieved, it'’strue.

Sounds farfetched. But tell me more.
Danish musician and musicology
graduate Carl Martin’s video essay
(and first YouTube video, mind you)
hit over 3 million views when he
went down a recent-hits rabbit hole
provingthatmany arebuiltonasim-
ilar-sounding four-note melody. He
callsit the ‘Gen Alpha Melody’.

Going Totally Nuts
Over Cocode Mer

Travel as obsession, from dodo bones in Mauritius to giant coconuts in the Seychelles

FLYING DUTCHMAN

MICHIEL BAAS

As my partner and I are neither
beach people nor enthusiastic
swimmers, we find ourselves re-
markably often on islands sur-
rounded by nothing but endless
ocean. We already paid the price
for this once by getting stranded
on New Caledonia, a French terri-
tory comprising dozens of islands
in the South Pacific, during ariot,
only to be evacuated two weeks
later by the French army.

It makes for a good story—and a
column on this page two years
ago. But once safely home, we so-
lemnly vowed to stick to megaci-
ties with boutique cafés, serving
organically sourced single-origin
coffee. So, when we announced we
were off to the Seychelles, eye-
brows were raised. Not interested
inresorts, what exactly possessed
us then? The answer can be sum-
marised in one word: coconut.

The island of Praslin is one of
the few places where the ‘coco de
mer’ still grows in the wild. Its
French name translates as sea co-
conut, although, of course, it'snot
the sea that produces them, but

HIPS

improbably tall palms.

The Seychelles entered the Eu-
ropean colonial imagination sur-
prisingly late. Portuguese sailors
mapped the islands in 1502, but for
centuriestheyremained uninhab-
ited. Arab seafarers had long
known of them, using the archi-
pelago, much like the islands of
Mauritius and Réunion, as a stop-
ping point without ever settling
there. It was only in 1756 that
France formally claimed the is-
lands, by which time their extraor-
dinary flora had evolved largely
undisturbed by human hands.

Curiously, coco de mer was al-
ready famous. For centuries, its
enormous nuts washed up on
beaches in the Maldives, giving
rise to myths of a mysterious tree
growing beneath the sea. Sailors
carried them back to Europe,
where their unmistakably female
shape — somewhere between vo-
luptuous buttocks and a vulva —
fuelled endless fantasies about
their origin. After repeatedly
stumblingacross them in Amster-
dam antique shops, 1 eventually
concluded that I could no longer
live without owning one myself.
The obvious solution was to travel
toits place of origin.

This turned out to be easier
imagined than accomplished. Co-

Our coco de mer
(pic) now radiates
its peculiar
mystique from
our living room

DON'TLIE

7| a crocodile farmer who owned

co de mer is among the world’s
most tightly protected botanical
treasures. Every nut sold legally
is individually certified, and the
prices are appropriately eye-wa-
tering for what is, in the end, an
absurdly oversized coconut.

The seed is the largest on Earth,
commonly weighing 20 kg or
more. Palms take around 30 years
to bear fruit, and each fruit needs
another 6-7 years to mature on the
treebefore it can be harvested and
prepared for sale.

The joy of journeys like these
lies precisely in their idiocy. Why
travel halfway around the world to
search for the perfect coconut?
The question answers itself. We

NO OFFENCE

Morparia

visited every shop on Praslin that
supposedly sold them before de-
ciding the most authentic speci-
men could be found at a small
roadside store near Vallée de Mai

Okay! But
why Gen Al-
phaMelody?
Simply  be-
cause the pat-
“|tern  exists
mainly in
songs
post-2010—theera of Gen Alpha. He
says the simple four-note phrase has
infiltrated modern pop. From Rosé
and Bruno Mars’s Apt’, Ava Max,
Clairo, FIFTY FIFTY, and rock acts
Yungblud and Volbeat. He even
found it in songs by Egyptian singer
Abu, Indian singer Gini, Spain’s Lo-
la Indigo and Italy’s Annalisa. Mar-
tin spent months combing through
Reddit, TikTok and Spotify, catalo-
guing about 500 songs before nar-
rowing them to 72 close matches.

Butisn't that plagiarism?

Not quite. All music, especially pop
music, is created through inspiration
and copying. In fact, he notes this is
rather symbolic of the way this gen-
eration listens or consumes content.

Explain.

Musicologistsfeel thereal appeallies
inthe way the melody never quite re-
solves. It rises, falls and circles back,
never quite ending. One scholar li-
kens it to the ‘endless scroll’ of con-
tent that'salways existed for younger
generations who experiencelife digi-
tally. Even Martin says that the melo-
dy hasa ‘yearning quality’ Listeners
crave songs that feel fresh but famil-
iarlike thismelody:

But who made the melody?

The video traces its earliest use to
Anastacia’s Left Outside Alone in
2004. Martin even jokes that, in theo-
ry, Anastacia could be owed over $100
million in royalties.

Seems like he hit the right note.
Text: Nupur Amarnath

nature park.

This is also where the palms
themselves can be admired.
More botanical sanctuary than
untamed forest, the reserve has
become something of a pilgrim-
age site for people who, like us,
become disproportionately ex-
cited about astoundingly daft
things.

Spotting another coco de mer
palm beside the road on our way
to the beach for sundowners, my
partner muttered, ‘Remember
when you made me hunt for the
dodo?” He meant Mauritius,
whereThaddraggedhimtothege-
ological formation of Mare aux
Songes, near the airport, where
thelargest concentration of dodo
bones has ever been found. Not
that there was one to buy.

Earlier that week, I had visited

several reconstructed skeletons
assembled from genuine bones,

DOW!

Lo(atmn inwhich one’s
caught fish (6)
Name that is comforting old
boy and old Greek lady (5)
Vestments covering clergy,
even parts of earlobes (4)
Salmond leaves Borders to meet
Queen and old charity worker (7)
Irish TV quiz includes a citizen
of Baghdad (5)
Attic poet's torn undergarment (9)

BN O B W N

What barbers do, you could

say, causes suffering (8)

11 Forge iron, about a kilogram (4)

14 Long playing field topped (4)

15 InLibya it collapsed, revealing
powerlessness (9)

16 James and William primarily
chat (3)

17 Sempstress at last turned up
clothes (4)

18 Bureaucrat and boffin
stripped and lay back (8)

20 Bring up seat (4)

21 Grow big green bananas
around US city (7)

22A mugh heard’ Use emery
board perhaps (6)

24 Suffer desperate ruingoing
round clubs (5)

26 When climbing, big rocks

restrain pet (5)

enough to conjure the vanished
bird. It wasn’t quite the same.
Nor, for that matter, was our de-
termined search for an authen-
tic Labubus in China when they
were impossible to find. Dodos
remain extinct. Labubus have
already passed out of fashion.
But our coco de mer now occu-
pies pride of place in the living
room, radiating its peculiar
mystique. A monument to the
glorious madness of travel.

ACROSS
1 Pair touring Canada set off in police 19 Boxing class where tea is brewed

vehicle (5,3)
wearing h
for WMD (4,4)

effortlessly? (4)

I collected (1
15 They block flow

during match (13)

27 Publicise extremely healthy
exercise (4)

‘3dAH LZ
[1840 92 Undu| ¥ ‘3peIqY ZZ

5 It'svery clear one politician’s
at (6)
9 Ariotous moh surround vault
10 Plant in California,
Connecticut — America in short (6)
12 Who cooks some lunch

13 Foreign ddeco(r’nunsed animal fur

regularly put in vaccines (13)

23 One small car goes overboard?
It'sunique (10)

25 In’Uncle Tom's Cabin’ he rebels
against Union (4)

28 One revolutionary firm in DIY
makes silly comment (6)

29 Feigned rage about wasted year
where nothing’s clear (4,4)

30 Top cricketers making ducks, for
instance (6)

31 Broadcast note about the king
entertaining earl (8)

yetthey're
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Affordable
Paperbacks

»»From Page 1

Affordable paperbacks are the
top performers. Penguin’s 3499
Black Classics translation of The
Odyssey by EV Rieu saw a10x sa-
les boost, according to Sameer
Mabhale, vice president sales at
Penguin Random House India.

It was the best-selling edition at
Mumbai’s famed bookstore Ki-
tabkhana, its chief operating offi-
cer Jagath Tekkatte said.

Academic translations that cost
%1,000-2,000 are also thriving. Ro-
bert Fagles’ version is popular
with collectors at Kitabkhana
and Blossom Book House while
Emily Wilson’s 2018 translation,
which Nolan cited as an inspira-
tion, has sparked such high de-
mand that Kitabkhanaiscurrent-
ly sold out and awaiting restocks.

Gowda of Blossom Book House
also noted high demand for Step-
henFry’saccessibleretelling.

The surge isn’t limited to The
Odyssey alone, readers who walk
inlooking for it often leave with a
broader reading list. Mahale and
Gupta reported a noticeable in-
crease in demand for Homer’s Ili-
ad as well, while Gupta said the
same is true for Greek mythology
collections, inspired fiction like
Madeline Miller’s Circe and The
Song of Achilles, and children’s
mythology.

“Whenten yearoldsstartasking
for Greek myths through Percy
Jackson, you haveareader for the
next twenty years, not the next
two weeks,” Gupta said.

THENOLAN EFFECT

Mahale credited Nolan for crea-
ting a “rare crossover moment
where both new and long-time
readers are engaging with the
text.” 2026 is emerging as a
strong one for book adapta-
tions. While Project Hail Mary
and Dune “outsold expecta-
tions,” The Odyssey is “at a si-
milar scale and possibly slight-
ly ahead,” Gupta said.

Gowda said Project Hail Mary
still ranks first, but The Odys-
sey editions have roughly equal
growth.

Inverted Duty
Structure

»>FromPage1

This may be time to start thin-
king about a GST 3.0, specifical-
lyeasingrefundsoninputservi-
ces and correcting the inverted
duty structure, he added.

“Thispointstoapersistentgap
in domestic manufacturing ca-
pability despite the range of
successful PLI (production-lin-
ked incentive) and Atmanirb-
har Bharat interventions rolled
out over the past few years,” sa-
id Saurabh Agarwal, tax part-
ner, EY India.

A sustained push by policyma-
kers towards localisation will
be critical for India to convert
consumption-led growth into a
more durable, manufacturing-
anchored expansion, he said.

Personal Guidance Preferred

»»From Page 1

The hospital has expanded
obesity clinics across cent-
resand is hiringor redeploy-
ing staff to support this mul-
tidisciplinary model.
“There is an increasing de-
mand for support, for hand-
holding, for advising about
diets, advising about exerci-
se, advising about strength
training for these people,”
said Ambrish Mithal, group
chairman-endocrinology &
diabetology at Max Super
Speciality Hospital, Saket.
“There is scope for digital
health coaches and even he-
alth apps and others to enab-
leustodeal with the tsunami
that’s sweepingus.”
According to Saumitra R
Chand, career expert at In-
deed India & Singapore,
“Whileitisstill early todraw
adirectlink between the gro-
wingpopularity of theseme-
dications and hiring trends,
Indeed’s data suggests that
demand for nutrition profes-
sionals in India remains on
an upward trajectory: job
postings for nutritionists
were 26% higher in April

2026 froma yearago”.

This suggests that as more
people focus on sustainable
weight management and
long-term lifestyle changes,
demand will remain strong
for professionals who can
provide personalised dieta-
ryguidance.

“Even with the emergence
of new medical treatments,
drugs, nutritionists are lik-
ely to play an important role
in helping individuals build
healthy habits, manage side
effects and maintain outco-
mes over time,” added
Chand.

Aditya Phadte, consultant-
endocrinology and diabeto-
logy at Manipal Hospitals,
said increasing adoption of
GLP-1 therapies has signifi-
cantly expanded the need for
multidisciplinary obesity-
care teams led by endocrino-
logists and supported by spe-
cialised obesity nutritio-
nists. Obesity is increasing-
ly being recognised as a
chronic metabolic disease
rather than simply a lifesty-
leissue.

“We are seeing more pati-
ents actively seeking struc-

tured dietary counselling,
meal planning, support for
sustainable lifestyle modifi-
cation and long-term follow-
up during their weight-loss
journey. This has naturally
increased the demand for en-
docrinologists and speciali-
sed obesity nutritionists
working together as part of
comprehensive obesity-care
programmes,” said Phadte.

Shree Vidya Venkatraman,
medical director-preventive
health at Apollo Hospitals,
said managing obesity and
metabolic disorders now re-
quires a multidisciplinary
approach that brings toget-
her clinicians, including in-
ternal medicine specialists,
endocrinologists and diabe-
tologists, psychologists and
medical nutritionists to deli-
ver better long-term outco-
mes.

In India, the biggest gap is
not access to medication alo-
ne but the absence of long-
term monitoring and multi-
disciplinary support sy-
stems that help patients sus-
tain healthier lifestyles be-
yond the treatment phase,
shesaid.

$60b Addltlonal Capital Inflows

»»From Page1

SBI Research said a large
proportion of  existing
FCNR(B) deposits maturing
in August and September
2026 is likely to be renewed
under the new scheme, enco-
uraged by higher interestra-
tes, further boosting in-
flows.

In June, Goldman Sachs
economists Arjun Varma
and Santanu Sengupta esti-

mated the RBI measures co-
uld generate an additional
$60 billion in capital inflows,
turning the balance of pay-
ments into a surplus of aro-
und 0.6% of GDP in the cur-
rentfinancial year.

Nitin Aggarwal of Motilal
Oswal Financial Services es-
timated the RBI's measures
could generatean additional
$40-50 billion in forex in-
flows in the year ending
March 2027.

‘Robust Demand across Categories’

»>From Page 1

Together with its light com-
mercial vehicle, Super Carry,
MarutiSuzukisold more than
200,000 vehicles in July a
monthly sales record for any
automaker in India, said Part-
ho Banerjee, senior executive
officer; marketingand sales, at
thelocal unit of Japan’s Suzu-
ki Motor company.

“Globally, only two other au-
tomakers, both from main-
land China, sell more than
200,000 units every month,”
Banerjeesaid,adding, “Weare
seeing robust demand across
categories and have pending
bookings for160,000 units.” Sa-
les of small cars at Maruti Su-
zuki rose 63% in July, while
those of SUVsgrew 48%.

“We were earlier constrained
by lack of capacity Now with
two new lines starting in
Kharkhodaand Hansalpur, we
will be able to meet customer
demand. Our market share is
growing month-on-month,”
Banerjeesaid. The company is

particularly witnessing
strong demand for CNG vehi-
cles, whose sales peaked at
83,000 units in July. Network
stocks of the company cur-
rently stand at about 16 days.

The Indian unit of Korean
auto major Hyundai, which
saw volumes decline by 10%
in June on account of a pro-
duction loss of 13,900 units
duetoafireat one of its ven-
dor’s facilities, rebounded
strongly last month, selling
54,210 unitslocally.

“We have kicked off the new
quarter on a strong note,” ma-
naging director and chief ex-
ecutive Tarun Garg said. In-
cluding exports, July’s volu-
me of 75,360 units was the hig-
hest ever since the local unit’s
inception, he added.

Tata Motors continued to
hold the second slot in the ca-
tegory with sales of 62,611
units in July At Mahindra,
Nalinikanth Gollagunta, CE-
O-automotive division, said
the company saw all-round
traction across the portfolio in

July and grew volumes to
60,048 units. In the two-whee-
ler segment, too, demand lar-
gelyremained healthy Market
leader Hero MotoCorp posted
a22% increase inlocal sales to
501,403 units last month, while
Honda Motorcycle & Scooter
India reported a 2% rise, dis-
patching 476,436 units. Royal
Enfield’s sales rose 38% to
105,317 units and Suzuki Mo-
torcycle sold 123,216 units, up
28% from a year earlier.

In the commercial vehicle
segment, leader Tata Motors
sold 33,876 units last month, a
28% increase from July last
year. In farm equipment, Ma-
hindra’s volume grew 21% to
32,643 tractors in July.

Veejay Nakra, president,
Farm Equipment Business at
Mahindra, said: “Significant
recovery inrainfall, improved
reservoir levels, accelerated
kharif sowing aided by go-
vernment support and healt-
hy farm cash flows have led to
positive rural and farmer sen-
timent.”

»>From Page1

Roughly about 10% of such (medical)
students also take seats at engineering
colleges,” said Ranjana Jha, vice-chan-
cellor of Indira Gandhi Delhi Technical
University for Women. “This year’s de-
lay in NEET counselling may lead to so-
meoverlap between medicaland engine-

Minimum Withdrawals

ering admissions,” she added. At VIT
Vellore, the impact of the delayed NEET
counselling is minimal, said director-
admissions S Sashikumar. VIT offers
three bio-related B Tech programmes —
Biotechnology, Health Sciences & Tech-
nology, and CSE (Bioinformatics). “On-
ly avery small number of studentsleave
these programmes to pursue MBBS

through NEET counselling,” he said.

Rajiv Chaudhary, chairperson of the B
Tech admission committee at Delhi
Technological University, said withdra-
wals from B Tech programmes (for ad-
missions to medical courses) are usual-
ly minimal. “We do not expect this num-
bertochange much this yearaswell,” he
added.
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Former Chairperson - Prasaditya ARC Limited 1
Director - Touchstone Capital Limited |
Director - Touchstone Fincap Limited |
Advisor & Mentor - Prasaditya Group

Former Chairperson - NABARD

Left for heavenly abode on 23 July, 2026.

His sad demise is an irreplaceable loss to all of us. h

We express our deep condolences and pay tribute to the great visionary.

We pray for the departed soul to rest in eternal peace.

Board of Directors and Staff

Prasaditya Group of Companies
Hyderabad

M SRV Prasad
CEO Prasaditya Group
Hyderabad
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Why Charli xcx

Is One of

Pop’s

Great Contrarians

The albul

Back in May, when Ch:
released ‘Rock Music’,
single from her new
Music, Fashion, Film,
immediately labe,
provocateur.

The song, with its hyperpop
affectations and cheeky,

1i xex
efirst
bum
e was
led a

zeitgeist-shifting 2024 electro
album, be rejected?

None of these answers are
found on Music, Fashion,
Film.1t’s up for the listener
to decide. There are 11
alternative, genre-averse
songs with winking rock
'n’ roll instrumentation,
preoccupied by artmaking
and ego.

SELF-REFLECTIVE PHASE
Her reputation and
perception have always
mattered deeply to
Charli xcx. On Music,
Fashion, Film, they still
do— just not as much
as her many thoughts
on what it means to be
an artiste —delivered
with distortion and
humour throughout.
There are apathetic,
spoken-word sections
that feel closer to the
moody influence of
Charli's beloved Velvet
Underground than the
dance floor when placed
atop fuzzed-out guitars,

Film_
mver for Music, Fashion,
mCharll XCX, I‘ealuﬁng]ohn Cale;

arr. Jambs and Mal

like on the standout, crushed
and choppy ‘Card Declined’.
‘2007 , written about filming
TikToks, avoids vapidity atop
power chords that play outlike
someone learning pop-punk
covers for the first time. The
instrumentation isrepeatable,
often valuing rhythm-driven
minimalism and alternative
tunings, the sound of an early
musicallove.

The production is another
story. Complications abound,
like in the unexpected tempo
change found in the charming
post-rock ‘Magic Metal
Montana’,aplatoniclove song.

If Charli xcx is looking to
find ways for reinvention,
she’s found a few, like in
the loose and
reverberating ‘I'm
Afraid’, which has its
charms: Loose bass, a
claustrophobic

chorus, a post-

grunge exorcism.
The 2026 meta
mockumentary
The Moment
may have
foreshadowed
thisalbum. That
was a document of
what happens after
celebrity ambitions
arerealised. Itisn'ta
partner piece to this

album, but there’s a

shared ideology:
Both are an
illumination of what
it is to be Charli xcx
without the self-
hagiography of an
artiste-produced
documentary.
- AP
PICS: AP, GETTY IMAGES

Your Ticket to Slower Ageing?
Become a Culture Vulture

Being a culture vulture can
help keep ageing at bay.

A study found that people
aged over 50 who regularly
visitmuseums, theatres or the
cinemahavealower biological
age than those who donot.

Your biological age measures
how well your body is
functioning. And those who
regularly take in cultural
events scored better.

OUT AND ABOUT

Researchers in Japan asked
2,000 people about their
hobbies and measured
physiological markers
including body mass index,
walking speed, blood pressure
and cholesterol levels.

Those withahigher ‘cultural
engagement’ score took part in
outings to museums, galleries
and the cinema every few
months. They had a biological
age of 66.9 years, three years

lower than those who did so
less often.

Author of the research, Dr
Yusuke Matsuyama, of the
Institute of Science Tokyo,
said: “Community-based
cultural activities may also
foster greater community
involvement.”

Researchers said that
promoting engagement with
culture could be a “promising
strategy to slow the pace of
physiological ageing and
support healthy ageing in
older adults”.

“Cultural engagement is
modifiable. It can serve as an
effective intervention point for
longevity. The impact can be
comparabletophysical activity.
Increased geographical and
financial accessibility to
cultural events would expand
participation opportunities,”
Matsuyama said.

— Daily Mirror
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Belle Burden'’s bestselling memoir about the end of her 20-year-old
marriage may not have told the whole story. But maybe it doesn't matter

ASep

Clare McHugh

11 the best memoirs resemble

novels. They progress along a

powerful arc: An inciting incident

is followed by

rising action,

eading to a

climax when, at the peak

of narrative tension, the

characters confront and,

by some means, resolve
the central conflict.

Of course, there’s a
deliciousextrafrissontoa
memoir because the story
is, purportedly, not simply
some writer’s imaginings.
Ithappened.

In 2006, Oprah Winfrey
publicly denounced
James Frey’s memoir A
Million Little Pieces after
it emerged that he had
embellished a
fictionalised parts
life story.

Belle Burden, the author of this year’s
surprise hit Strahgers: A Memoir of Marriage,
is having a very different experience in the
wake of a well-documented challenge to her
veracity that The New Yorker published
recently. The backlash has been minimal.
People who might be expected to care —
including Gwyneth Paltrow, who bought the
movie rights, and Winfrey, who praised it
during Burden’s appearance on her podcast
—apparently donot.

With the natural sympathy she stirs as a
woman whose husband abruptly left her after
20 years of marriage, Burden’s legions of fans
seem generally unconcerned that she may
have prevaricated in Strangers. But many
readers and critics appear to resent that her
story has been questioned atall.

MAKING OF A MARRIAGE

When Strangers was published in January; it
was an immediate bestseller: The book grew
out of a viral Modern Love essay in The New
York Times in which Burden documented, in
1,500 words, the painful breakdown of her
marriage. Burden herself has a glamorous
background. As the daughter of the late
Carter Burden, a New York politician and
philanthropist, she is a member of the &
Vanderbilt family. Her mother,
Amanda Burden, also came
from wealth. Amanda’s
mother was Babe Paley, a
famous socialite who was
one of author Tyruman
Capote’s ‘swans’
married to Bill Pal
businessman who bui

In1998, Belle Burden was
working ata New York
corporate law firm
when she fell in love
with a colleague, 2
Henry Davis (called Lm
\ (S

l

T

Belle Burden

Henry Davis

aration
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James in the memoir). Before they married,
Davis, who enjoyed none of Burden’s
generational wealth, pressed foran amendment
to their prenuptial agreement that only the
assets held in both spouses’ names would be
consmeredjomtpropertyanddlvmedmcaseof
adivorce. Against her lawyer’s advice, Burden
signed thisamended agreement.

Nearly 20 years passed. They had three
children. Burden gave up her work as an
attorney to be a stay-at-home mother, while
Davis climbed the ranks at a hedge fund. Using
money from two multimillion-dollar trust
funds established for Burden by her father and
grandparents, the couple bought a large
apartment in Manhattan’s Tribeca
neighbourhood and a vacation home in
Martha’s Vineyard.

TENSIONS RISE

The incident for the
memoir takes place in
March 2020 during the
pandemic. The family is
quarantining in Martha's
Vineyard when Burden
receivesaphone call from
aman claiminghis wife is
having an affair with
Davis. When confronted,
Davis admits the affair,
and some regret, before
the next morning

Belle Burden announcing he has been
with her daughter unhappy for a long time
and wants a divorce.

Blindsided, Burden begs

PICS: CHARMAINE BURDEN, GETTY IMAGES
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foran explanation, but, in
her telling, Davis could not — or would not —
provide one. He declares that the children,
then aged 12, 15 and 18, should live with
Burden, but that he intends to retain his half-
ownership stake in the apartment and the
Vineyard house, as he is entitled to under the
prenup. Tensionsrise.

Shediscovers that Davis had quietly amassed
afortuneincashand, after becominga partner
athisfirm, wassettoearnaseven-figuresalary
and bonuses—none of whichshe wouldshare.
She also fears her children will lose their
Thomesbecause she cannotafford tobuy outher
soon-to-beex.

The hour before the divorce trial was to begin,
Burden writes, Davis relented, and the houses
- became her sole property.

FACTS UNDER FIRE

In her New Yorker article, journalist Jessica
Winter — who had access to confidential court
documents, including the original prenuptial
agreement — lays out how Burden'’s financial
security was never at risk. Her wealth totals
over $60million, and although about two-thirds
of this islocked up in a trust, she has access to
several million dollars, Winter reports. And in
the year before the divorce, she earned $800,000,
thanks to her interest in family holdings. Also,
Davis’sconcession camenotbeforeatrial, butin
advance of a status conference, a very
preliminary stage of a divorce proceeding.

In a statement to The New Yorker, Burden
said she stands by everything she wrote in the
book: “I shared my heartache, my mistakes,
and my shame. Towned my privilege as plainly
asIcould.”

Davis, Burden describes in the memoir, first
_ expressed romantic interest in her upon

\ discovering who her parents were. Once they

' married, her wealth paid for a life he could
notafford alone—alife, she claims, hefelthe
* had been unjustly denied as a child because

. of hisown father’s breakdown and failure to

work afterward. And Davis remained
married to Burden until the year he made
partner at his hedge fund, at which point he
could bankroll his own uber-affluent lifestyle.
In Strangers, the facts may not totally line
up, but the emotions are all present and
accounted for.
— The Washington Post
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Skip Amalfi. Here Are 4 Other Italian Beach Gems

The beachside destination is
suffering from overtourism; try
these options that are equally
gorgeous but less packed

Natalie B Compton, Hannah Sampson

Italy’s peak tourist season is here, which means
afamiliar story is unfolding: Gridlock on the
Amalfi Coast. Overtourism has prompted fresh
complaints from travellers and Italians alike.

“Amalfi has always been crowded, but at the
moment, it’s got worse,” said Simone Amorico,
CEO of aprivate tour operator

The crowds have alsp-fecome harder to
manage. Residents and business owners have
complained of ulty gettingaround, finding
parking and sectiring affordable housing.
As locals plead with municipal leaders to
ism, travellers can do their bit.

It once served as a Roman prison for exiles, but
today, the island off the coast of Lazio has a
much sunnier reputation: It's a favourite
vacation destination for Italians “without the
Instagram hypearound it”, Angel Castellanos, a
travel expert and video host, said.

It’s also located conveniently — just abeut fo
hours from the capital Rome. But despite th_ls
location, Castellanos says Ponza still feels “super
relaxed” and “muchlessexpensive than Amalfi”.

One word of caution: Don’t wait till the last
minute. Ponza’s vacation rental inventory
islimited.

.THE AEOLIAN ISLANDS

Off the northeastern coast of Sicily, the
AeolianIslands are just out of the way enough
to cut down on crowds. The archipelago is
made up of seven islands and has been
designated a UNESCO World Heritage site for
its “outstanding record of volcanic island-

PICS: GETTY IMAGES

building and destruction, and ongoing
volcanic phenomena”.

But you don’t need to be a geologist to
appreciate their natural wonders: A popular
activity for visitors is to snorkel among the
derwater fumaroles (gas vents).

MARATEA
Two-and-a-half hours south of Amalfi in the
province of Potenza, Maratea isoftenreferred to
as “the pearl of the Tyrrhenian coast”. Kathy
McCabe, host of the PBS show ‘Dream of Italy’,
called it one of the country’s best kept secrets.
MecCabe is a fan of Maratea’s many sandy
coves, grottoes and black sand beaches, like Cala
Jannita, where visitors can rent umbrellas and
or bring their own towel and stretch

ISCHIA
Hop on a ferry from Naples, and in about an
hour, (the trip length will depend on the
weather), you'll reach Ischia, a less developed
counterpart to Capri. “It doesn’t have that
luxury, old Hollywood kind of cachet that Capri
has... It’s a bit more like being on a Greek
island,” Castellanos said.

McCabe said that Ischia has managed to
“preserve so much southern Italian
authenticity”. It's also a draw for more than its
beaches. “Tadore Ischia for so many reasons: Its
simplicity, beauty, butmost of all, its thermal hot
springs,” McCabe said.

— The Washington Post

Biryanis, Pulaos and the Mandi Mystery

VIKRAM DOCTOR

Pr_atibha Karan, in her book

Zubin D’Souza considers the
question from the eater’s point of

view. Biryani is for
celebrations, so an
excess of ingredients
isexpected, all coming
together in one
deliciousmeal. A pulao
canbeeaten onitsown,
or with a curry or
chutney, so the spices
are mild and added
ingredients less
dominant.

Even simpler is tehari

often just rice cooked

cooking — they are mildly spiced  D’Souza.

anddry.

In A Quest for the Perfect Rice,

Into this mix comes mandi, a rice
dish that’s trending in Kerala and

Biryani, briskly explains the

differ MW&M
pulao. Biryanis layer ri no shing,

other ingredients before cooking
them together — they are strongly
spiced and moist. Pulaos mix rice
with other ingredients before

ek
digestible dish. “A tehari ends up
with the rice clumping together in
most cases because of the reduced
amounts of fat being used,” writes

Hyderabad and spreading to other
places too. It came from Yemen,
which gives it a link to Hyderabad,
which hashad a Yemenicommunity
since the Nizam’s days. But the
Kerala version follows the trend of

mandihasbecomea

In Tim Macki
Yemen: Travelsin Dictionary Land,
he describes eating “a tray of rice
and mindi, kid half roasted, half-

the Gulf,

PIC: GETTY IMAGES

tosh-Smith’s

smoked over the embers of alidded
fire-pit”. The word he uses for this
tandoor-like dishrefers to the meat,
but now includes the rice as well.
Some descriptions of the original
dish suggest that the pot of rice was
suspended in the pit to cook
along with the meat.
Mandi has evolved
in the Gulf, but in
essence remains
meatandrice, usually
not cooked together
like biryani and
pulao, but united by a
smoky, subtly savoury
taste. In Feast: Food of
the Islamic World,
Anissa Helou gives a
recipe adapted from

of theroast meat
are added to the water
used to cook the rice. In
Razique Hosain Shaikh’s Great
Gulf Cookbook, the rice is cooked
in chicken stock and the meat
roasted separately. A coal is lit,
placed on an onion and put in the

that way.
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point,

paste.

works surprisingly

pan with the meat, which gets
infused with the fumes. Mandi is
presented with meatlaid outon top
of the rice, which absorbs flavours

Mandi’'s meaning in India is also
evolving, but what diners
usually get is well-
cooked meat and a very
large amount of mildly
flavoured rice. It is a
rather dry dish,
especially for those used

to biryani, but here, one

innovation from the

Gulf is useful. At some
mandi was
paired up with toum, a
Lebanese sauce made
by crushinggarlic with
salt, oil and lemon
juice into a creamy
Another
solution, which Indian restaurants
seem tobefollowing, is to use garlic
mayonnaise. The Europeans who
popularised mayonnaise never
imagined eating it with rice, but it

intense garlicky taste tempered by
the mild taste of the rice, and the
creamy texture coating the grains
perfectly.

‘Mandiisdefinitely adish for hard-
core rice lovers, but why has it
taken off when Indian cuisine has
so many varieties of biryani and
pulao that could be better known?
Perhaps it's the presentation, with
meat upfront, rather than buried in
therice. Perhaps it’s the novelty of
eating it with garlic mayonnaise.
Or perhaps it’s the allure of the
wealth of the Gulf, which endures
despite current turmoil.

It does suggest opportunities for
other rice dishes. Mujaddara, for
example, whererice is cooked with
whole lentils that stay separate,
unlike melding with therice, as dal
does in khichdi. There are Indian
dishes like Hyderabadi gabooli or
Tamil kaima kichadi choru, where
rice is cooked with whole lentils,
but these have never become well-
known. Perhaps with a foreign
name, these could start trending,

well, the likemandi.




UTTAR PRADESH’S DIGITAL LEAP

UP emerges as a tech powerhouse

a technology-driven future, with digital
transformation, innovation and good
governance emerging as key pillars of the state’s
development strategy. The state aims to establish

itself as a global data hub by expanding its data
centre capacity to 5GW by 2030 and 40GW by
2047. To support this ambition, six data centre
parks and two data centre units with a combined
capacity of 900MW are being developed to attract
an investment of approximately ¥30,000 crore.
Letters of Comfort have already been issued for
eight projects. The state is also promoting the Data
Centre Cluster and Township Model to create an
integrated ecosystem for the sector.
The State Data Authority has been

U ttar Pradesh is rapidly advancing towards

support better infrastructure development planning
at the district level. More than 26 applications have
been developed, and over 2,000 officials have
been trained to use these digital tools effectively.

The digital revolution is also transforming
public service delivery. Funds under government
schemes are being transferred directly into
beneficiaries’ bank accounts through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT), ensuring greater
transparency and efficiency. The Government of
India’s official e-Sanjeevani platform is enabling
people to access teleconsultation services from
the comfort of their homes.

Through Project Ganga, rural youth are being
provided employment opportunities as
Digital Service Providers under the

established to facilitate real-time
data management. In line
with the ‘Jan Vishwas’
(Public Trust) principle,
processes across 53
departments are being
digitalised, while 65
departments have
been integrated with
the National Single
Window System (NSWS),
making governance more
efficient and transparent.
Under the PM Gati Shakti
National Master Plan, 29
mandatory and 55 additional data
layers have been integrated to

Al-GENERATED INFOGRAPHICS

Digital Entrepreneur Scheme,
with 50% of seats reserved for
women. Meanwhile, the Uttar
Pradesh Robotics Mission
is promoting emerging
technologies, with
Noida-Greater Noida being
developed as a robotics hub.
To strengthen cyber security,
the number of forensic science
laboratories has increased from
four in 2017 to 12 till now. With
these initiatives, Uttar Pradesh is
emerging as one of India’s leading states
in technology and innovation, creating a
strong foundation for inclusive growth
and a digitally empowered future.
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certificates, are available on the
e-Saathi mobile app.

Internet connectivity through optical
fiber cable is available in 2,066 gram
panchayats

With the objective of providing
high-speed broadband internet to
20 lakh rural and semi-urban
households, Project Ganga is being
implemented, generating 10,000
employment opportunities

»  Noida: IT hub of the country

Kanpur: Action Plan to develop as

a drone hub

Lucknow: Action plan to develop as an
Artificial Intelligence hub

|

fraud

As per NCRB 2024: UP’s conviction rate
in cyber crimes stands as 76.6% (nearly
double the national average)
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ASHE TEAR sl QTS TECHNOLOGY DRIVES TRANSFORMATION
82085 UP Targets 40 GW Data Training for the Al Era Effective Policing through
:x: ’ 74 453 m Centre Capacity » Launch of ‘Uttar Pradesh Al Mission’ for Technological Advancement
s m'm_ ; L 511 » Action initiated to establish a data development in the field of Al » The YAKSHA app was launched, using
& W'mﬂ , centre cluster in the state » Under the India Al Mission, the process advanced Al and data analytics, serving
2 o0 ) i
£ ol » Target set to develop 56W data centre of establishing Al labs in 49 ITls of as a digital beat book
g vl | | capacity by the year 2030 and 40GW the state is ongoing. Along with this, » Criminal records are continuously
; g 2 y the year action for establishing Al Centres o verified across districts through the app
e | Yoot ot by th 2047 tion for establishing Al Centres of fied districts through th
= 30000 0 "
20000 i % 17% » Plan to establish six data centre parks Excellence and India Al Data Labs » Praheri Beat Policing App integrated
oo I # CAGR and two data centre units to attract an IS In progress with CCTNS. UPCOP App offers
~ ’.’& g, investment of 30,000 crores » Decision to establish a Cyber Security 27 services, including online FIR
ﬁ"mi;"::: 22 202425 » LoC (Letter of Comfort) issued to eight Operations Centre for cybersecurity registration
- - . - = projects, which include six data centre » Launch of the Al-Pragya programme, » Verification time for character
fhadata st s“°“"s:‘c'::"::“‘:1'dg‘{""',"':';I'g::m";’;fﬂ‘z‘g;’&;“mf;’ Reriodregiatsring parks and two data centre units under which global companies like certificates was reduced from
» Promotion of cluster and township Mlcrps_oﬂ, Googlg, Intel, and IBM are 10-12 days to six days
models for data centres providing Al training to farmers, » Over 50 lakh app downloads
self-help groups, students, doctors, "
and government officers/employees » Over 2.10 crore FIRs registered
EMPLOYMENT GROWTH IN Building IT Ecosystem » Over 7 lakh lost items registered
S-I-PI AND SEZ HEGISTEHED UN“-S » As of July 2026, Uttar Pradesh has 7 Cyber Security » Crime Analytics Portal received FICCI
STPI centres (Noida, Lucknow, Kanpur, Infrastructure made Award in 2025
Agra, Prayagraj, Meerut and Gorakhpur) ; "
et (35940) S g . yagraj . pur) » Cyber crime police stations are » The police department has ranked first
00, 39‘57 Cy ‘ » Upcoming STPI centres: Two (Bareilly operational in all 75 districts, with cyber in the Data Quality Index (DQ) since July
3,50,000-| & 72 = \294 712 - ’ Smg—u:w 2, and Varanasi) help desks in all stations 2025 on the CM dashboard
ey 222,188) ) o » Electronics exports of 33,862 crore » The call centre in Lucknow, handling . / .
g 2o / in 2017-18 increased to T44,744 crore 5,000 calls daily, is being éxpanded i First Semiconductor Unit
§ 2,00,000- in 2024-25 9,000 capacity » This project, with an investment of more
é 1,550,000 » Launch of ‘Robotics Mission’ to develop » 65,608 personnel trained via Cy-Train than 3,700 crore, is a joint venture of
2 0. b as a robotics hub po;tal HCL and the Foxconn Group
50,000-] “ I i E » 87,850 cybercrime cases registered » This will be India’s first display driver
‘ﬂ’ | . Ease of Living through since 2017 [Chaed Doi e
wnn a2 e | W2B 23U AU Technology S : Semiconductor Assembly and Testing)
R Fl:a:c.lal ‘Vear — S i » ;gégg cases rssolved, action against facility. This unit will provide India
e data illustrates a strong upward trajectory with a Compound Annual Gror ate »» More than 24 services, including i accuset anew global identity in the field of
(CAGR) of 13% over a 5-year period . <
e ———] income, caste, and residence » T382.25 crore recovered from cyber semiconductor packaging, testing, and

assembly and will greatly strengthen the
electronics manufacturing supply chain

Fourth state in the country to
promulgate Semiconductor Policy 2024
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COMMONWEALTH C’'SHIPS TT
It's an All India Semifinal

for Menand Women

New Delhi: India stamped its

authority on the penultimate day

of the Commonwealth Table Tennis
Championships, with all eight paddlers
storming into the men’s and women's
singles semifinals at the Thyagaraj
Stadium on Saturday. Top seed Manush
Shah beat Australia's Aditya Sareen
while Payas Jain emerged victorious,
edging compatriot Harmeet Desai.
Ankur Bhattacharjee fought back to
defeat Australia’s Nicholas Wen Zheng
Lum while Manav Thakkar recovered
from aslow start to beat England’s
Connor Alexander Green. Among the
women, Syndrela Das produced the
biggest upset of the day, rallying from
a game down to eliminate top-seeded
Australian Yangzi Liu while second
seed Sreeja Akula outclassed England's
Tin-Tin Ho. Yashaswini Ghorpade
thrashed Australia's Constantina
Psihogios and Sutirtha Mukherjee
completed India’s flawless run with a
4-1win over Aussie Min Hyung Jee. PTI

DULEEP TROPHY
Patidar to Lead Central

ZOne. Rinku Named VC

New Delhi: India
batter Rajat Patidar
will lead Central Zone
in the Duleep Trophy,
starting later this
month at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence
in Bengaluru. India
middle-order batter
Rinku Singh will be the deputy to
Patidar, the two-time IPL winning
skipper with Royal Challengers
Bengaluru. Off-spinner Saransh Jain
has also been named in the squad but
heis certain to miss at least the initial
part of the domestic season opener
since he is a part of the India Test squad
to tour Sri Lanka. Jain is tipped to make
his Test debut at Galle since off-spin all-
rounder Washington Sundar was ruled
out of the first match. PTI

SAFF C'SHIPS 2026
India Drawn with Maldives
& Pakistanin Group B

Defending champions India have been
drawn with Maldives and Pakistan in
Group B of the SAFF Championship
2026, following the draw conducted

in Thimphu, Bhutan, on Saturday. The
15th edition of the sub-continental
football tournament will be hosted

in Dhaka from November 4-17.
Chasing a record-extending 10th SAFF
championship title, India will begin
their campaign against Maldives on
November 5 before taking on Pakistan
on November 11. Hosts Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and Bhutan are placed in Group
A. Inthe event that Fifa's suspension
of the All Nepal Football Association

is lifted by September 1, Nepal will be
included in Group A. If the suspension
stays, the SAFF Championship 2026 will
go ahead with six teams. The top two
teams from each group will qualify for
the semi-finals. PTI

Maresca ‘Happy’ Despite
Manchester City’s Loss
Enzo Maresca said
he was “very happy”
on Saturday after his
first game in charge
of Manchester City,
despite a defeat on
penalties to Inter

3 Milan after the sides
drew 1-1ina pre-season friendly
in Hong Kong on Saturday. Matteo
Lavelli netted the decisive spot-kick
for a 3-1shootout win for the Italian
champions as Maresca led out City for
the first time since taking over from
legendary Pep Guardiola in June. “I'm
very happy with the performance,”
the former Chelsea and Leicester boss
told reporters. “Many positive things,
including minutes for the legs, that's
very important. “Like always, there
are things we can do better, but slowly,
slowly, we're going to improve.” An
open first half saw the Premier League
side take the lead in the 14th minute
when Antoine Semenyo jinked towards
the byline and crossed for youngster
Divin Mubama to tuck in from a few
yards out.

AP

TOP MEDAL: JAISMINE, PREETI,

SAKSHI,

Lovlina and Jadumani end with silver as boxers shine on
penultimate day at Commonwealth Games

Ghanghaswongoldmedalsintheir ~ Al-Ahmadieh of Canada 4-1ina
respective categories, while splitverdictinthe women's60kg.
JadumaniSinghsettledforasilver.  Earlier; Jadumani Singh lost a
Preeti claimed the gold witha hard-fought contest 0-5 against
dominant5-0victoryover Canada’s ~ Australia’s Jye Dixon.
Scarlett Delgado in the women’s  Afterabit of struggle against his
54kg before reigning world cham-  taller opponent from Down Under;
pion Jaismine clinched the yellow  Jadumani rallied to win the first
metal with the same scoreline round 3-2. However, Dixon then
50verdict in thefinal. against Northern Ireland’s showed his waresand fought back
Olympic medallist Lovlina Michaela Walsh, who was thede- brilliantly totake the second round
Borgohain though settled forasil-  fending champion in the women’s by an 5-0 unanimous verdict. The

ndian women’s contingent
signed off with five gold med-
als in the Commonwealth
Games boxing competition
with Arundhati Choudhary beat-
ing Chantelle Reid of England in
the women’s 70kgfinal on Saturday
on Saturday to take thefifth.
Arundhati won in a unanimous

ver as she lost to 57kg. Sakshithenbeat  Aussiethenused themomentumto
Emma-Sue Greentree \3 \ V4 &/ Ruby White of edgeouthisopponent
of Australia in the A W A England in women’s  Jaisminetook thefirstroundbya
women'’s 75kg final in \v’ 51kg final 5-0 to win  split verdict after a close contest
asplit 14 verdict. commonwealth | India’s third boxing with both boxers challenging each
Earlier, Jaismine games goldof theday: other. However, Jaismine won the
Lamboria, Preeti GLASGOW 2026 It was a harder final ~ second round by a unanimous ver-
Pawar, Sakshi LIVEonSony Ten& bout for Priya who dict, having landed some hard
ChaudharyandPriya SonyLIV,2.30pmonwards beat Marie-Bathoul blowsonher opponents. PTI

RANA FINISHES OFF IN STYLE WITH GOLD

It's Best-ever Games for Para Athletesv

Glasgow: Indian para shot putter  sports inthe CWG in 2002 edition  medal from para athletics
Soman Rana clinched gold in the in Manchester, India have wona before Glasgow came from
men’s F57 event as he hurled total of seven medals --one gold,  Ranjith Kumar Jayaseelan in
the globe for a season’s best two silver and four bronze. the men's seated Discus Throw
13.40m to stand on top of the Before Glasgow, the 2022 event in the 2006 edition.
podium on Sunday. Compatriot Birmingham Games was the most There were three double
Shubham Juyal (season'’s best productive one for Indian para podium finishes in para
13.28m) pocketed the silver, sports with Bhavina Patel and athletics in Glasgow—-Sharmila
while Cameron's Cedric Azamdzi ~ Sonalben Patel winning a gold (gold) and Shilpa Shyla (bronze)
(12.57m) took home the bronze and a bronze respectively inpara  in women's shot put F57; Dilip
as Indian para sports athletes table tennis. Mahadu Gavit (gold) and
scripted history in the Glasgow Sudhir, who won gold in para Mohammed Basil (silver)
Commonwealth Games by powerlifting in Birmingham, was ~ in men’s 100m T47; and
equalling the haul of all the later stripped of his medal after Soman Rana (gold)

previous editions put together, failing an in-competition dope and Shubham
winning seven medals. test. Juyal

The 28-member Indian para In Glasgow, para trackand field  (silver)
sports contingent ended their athletes scooped six medals -- 3 in

campaign with 3 gold, 2 silver
and 2 bronze. There is no Indian
eventin para sports on Sunday.
Itis the best-ever performance
for Indian para sports in the CWG.
Since the introduction of para-

gold, 2 silver, 1 bronze -- while
Jhandu Kumar clinched the other
bronze in para powerlifting.

The para athletics team also
ended India's 20-year wait for
amedal at the CWG. The last

men'’s
Shot Put F57.
PTI
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UNCHES

PRIYA & ARUNDHATI

UNNATI BAGS
BRONZE, JUDO TALLY
RISES TO RECORD 4

Glasgow: Indian judoka
Unnati Sharma clinched
the bronze medal in the
women's 63kg event to
continue the country's
historic run.

Unnati defeated South
. Africa's Skye Knoester
by ippon, wrapping up the contest in just
1minute and 7 seconds with a decisive
move, hooking her leg to unbalance
Knoester before throwing her cleanly
onto her back to earn an ippon—-the
highest score in judo—and seal the bout
instantly.

The Indian had earlier gone down
to Australia's Saya Middleton in the
semifinal but bounced back strongly to
secure a place on the podium with an
emphatic victory. The bronze was India's
fourth medal in judo, continuing the
country's best-ever CWG campaign.

The historic run was led by Harsh Singh
(men's -60kg) and Asmita Dey (women's
-48kg), who became India’s first-ever
Commonwealth Games judo gold
medallists with twin titles on Saturday.
Yamini Mourya added a silver in the
women's -57kg category, giving India

their record haul.
India will have a chance
to add to their record
tally on the concluding
day on Sunday, with

Ishroop Narang

(women's -78kg), Avtar
Singh (men's -100kg)
and Yash Ghangas

(men's +100kg) inthe hunt. ~ PTI

WHERETHEY STAND'
Team Tot
1. Australia 60 35 49 144
2.England 22 39 32 93
3.Canada 18 17 21 56
4.India 1 16 8 35
5. Scotland 1 8 16 35
9. Nigeria 10 6 5 21
*At 10.30 PM on Saturday

Infant(ino
Terrible

Fifa president shelves plan to sell WC
profits to private equity after backlash,
UEFA guns for chief's head

AWEAK WEEK

(TIMELINE OF THE DRAMA
THAT SIGNIFICANTLY
WEAKENED INFANTINO)

The Times breaks the story,
sparking UEFAto issue a
strongly-worded statement
"None of us are the owners of
football. It is not Fffa's to sell”
Fifafinally breaks silence,
says: "It would retaina
majority share in Fifa
Forward Enterprise (FFE)"
but hoped to raise $4.2 billion
later this year by "carefully
selecting long-term investors
who will purchase minority,
non-controlling interests".

Geneva: Fifa president Gianni Infantino said
on Saturday that he is abandoning his plan to
sell World Cup profits to private equity after
receiving pushback from all corners of the
football world.

Infantino’s decision came after his senior ad-
viser whosatona White House panel resigned
and Asia’s football body joined Europe and
North America inopposing it.

No support for Infantino.
CONCACAF, Central and
North American football's
governing body says it was
“disappointed” and “deeply
concerned” at having not
been consulted.

“Having listened carefully to all the views, it Ihe European Union iaid:
has become clear that the project has created Hands off our game.
The Asian Football

divisions of a nature that, regardless of the
levelof support,arenolonger intheinterestof
the objective set out in the first place,”
Infantino said in a statement early Saturday.
“Our purpose has always been —and will al-
ways be — to unite and improve. As a result,

Confederation also expressed
disappointment at not being
informed.
Accordingtoreports,
Infantino had sent a letter to
Fifa's member associations

this proposal will not proceed.” : ,
Infantino had proposed creatinga $20 billion saying they will each receive
Nooptionshould  company torun $40 million if they back the

iy plan-but they must sign up

the World Cup

be off the table with private in. | DY,September 1.
i private in- el -
ThecurrentFifa  vestorsincluding ; Jfantino hitsback, saving:
z tho Kushner famy, | | Fansfromeverywhere
leadership has not iivbutdrewback. | intheworidwould gain
only lost UEFA's ¥ ul h Ybacse immeasurably from this
fid butal lashit dat SIeW : game-changing potential
conriaence butaiso grvel yd ay since : pacayseitwill transform
that of many other n(?uensceg'feli an- : footballintheir countries,”
members of the o o THURSDAY |
football family ber nations : Infantino's video message
UEFA STATEMENT agreed to boycott doesn't calm tempers. UEFA

president Aleksander Ceferin
had had enough.

"No UEFA national teams
will participate in any FIFA
competition for so long

as these proposals remain
alive," read their statement.
Infantino took a further

hit when CONCACAF'S 41
members unanimously
rejected the proposal.

fFRIDAY |
Fifafights on, saying:
"Nobody is selling football.

the World Cup
and all other FIFA competitions over
Infantino’splanon Thursday North America’s
CONCACAF and the Asian Football
Confederation alsosaid they opposed the plan.

The second half kicked off Saturday with
whatseemeda clearaimof ending Infantino’s
decade-longpresidency:

“No option should be off the table,” said
European football body UEFA, whose presi-
dent Aleksander eferin has led the fight
against Infantino. “The current Fifa leader-
ship has not only lost UEFA's confidence but
also that of many other members of the foot-

ballfamily” Thisis notsomething Fifa
UEFA issued its blistering statement hours : wouldever entertain”.
afterthe Fifaannounced. Butsoon enough, Infantino's

“We cannot keepgoingonlike thiswithsecret
schemesonfast-track timescales, cooked up by
faceless individuals and of dubious benefit to
thegame,” UEFA said. “Wemustidentify those
responsible and hold them toaccount.

“Itisrightthat, inthecomingdaysand weeks,
UEFA will work with its associations and in
closecooperation withother confederationsto  JFX{LTTNG
reflecton how thishappenedanddeviseaplan : |NFANTINO RAISES THE
tomakesurethatitcannotoccuragain.” AP i WHITEFLAG.

Special Advisor Carlos
Cordeiro resigns, and without
mincing words, says:

"Let me be clear, I had no
involvement in this
proposal,and | oppose it
unequivocally.

L

England Test captain Joe Root plans
to keep faith with the aggressive
‘Bazball tactics used by his predeces-
sor Ben Stokes as he starts his second
spell in the role.

Root was appointed as skipper follow-
ingStokes’shock retirement from inter-
national duty during England’s Test se-
ries defeat to New Zealand in June.

The 35-year-old previously captain-
ing England between 2017 and 2022
and took the role on an interim basis
when Stokes was dropped for one Test
against New Zealand.

The Yorkshire batsman is planning
to tweak the approach of Stokes and
Brendon McCullum, who was sacked
as England’s Test coach after the New
Zealand matches, rather than start

“Evolving and tweaking things
to get us to where we want to be
and really competing against the
top nations consistently”

ack as Skipper, Root will Look to ‘Evolve Bazball’

CAPTAINSPEAK

the Stokes-McCullum era, a dismal
run culminating in an Ashes thrash-

“The wrong thing to do inTghmtAust_ralia. A Bneland: .

i at series and England’s recen
would b_etu cumpletely rp clash with New Zealand were both
everythingupthatwe'vedone marred by issues involving players
over the last four years” drinking, with Stokes and Gus

ing Test series against Pakistan, with
former New Zealand captain Stephen
Fleming arriving to replace McCullum
later this year:

“It'll be trying to continue some of the
good things we have done over that peri-
od (since 2022) and not finding ourselves
back to where we were before Baz and
Bentookover,” Rootsaid inan ECBinter-
view on Saturday:

“Evolving and tweaking things to get

Chelsea Manager Alonso Delighted
as Mudrykis Cleared of Doping

Sydney: Chelsea manager Xabi Alonso
said he was delighted that Mykhailo
Mudryk had been cleared to return to
play after being sidelined for nearly two
years following a positive dope test. The
Ukrainian winger last played for
Chelsea in November 2024 but was
granted leave to return to action imme-
diately on Friday after the
English FA resolved his
disciplinary proceedings
in agreement with the
World Anti-Doping
Agency.

Speaking after Chelsea
went down 2-1 to London
rivals Tottenham Hotspur
infrontof acrowdof 80,363
in Sydney on Saturday,
Alonso said Mudryk
would join the squad in Hong Kong for
thenextlegof their pre-season tour:

“Tam very happy for him, for me also
but mostly for him,” the Spaniard told
reporters. We want him to feel part of
the team because he’s been training on
hisownforsolong. Wehavetosee (about
hisfuture) because he’snotbeen playing
foralongtime.

“Tobehonest, we werenot expectingto
have thisgreatnews.”

Tottenham boss Roberto De Zerbi, who
coached Mudryk at Shakhtar Donetsk
before hejoined Chelsea, also welcomed

the news. “He’s a lovely guy and a great
player;” hesaid. “Thopehe can show that
inthiscomingseason after all his suffer-
ingoverthelasttwo years.”

De Zerbi said Saturday’s last-gasp vic-
tory over Chelsea, even inafriendly, was
importanttohis team, particularly after
their disappointing 2025-26 campaign.

The club’s big-money
signing Sandro Tonali
opened the scoring in the
17th minute but Brazilian
teenager Estevao headed
home the equaliser four
minutes later.

Halftime substitute
Kevin Danso lasted just
three minutes before he
was sent off for pulling
down Joao Pedro and de-
priving the Chelsea striker a goal-scor-
ingopportunity.

Goalkeeper Antonin Kinsky made sev-
eral fine saves to keep 10-man Spurs in
the contestand Richarlisonstole the vic-
tory in the last minute, tapping in the
winner after Jamie Donley’s shot came
back off the post.

“We wanted to win, to lose is not some-
thing we want to do,” Alonso said.
Alonso also welcomed the success of
Chelsea’s appeal against a suspended
points deduction for breaches of the
English FAstransferregulations. Reuters
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ently overalongperiod of time.

“The wrong thing to do would be to
completely rip everything up that we’ve
done over thelast four years.

“There’s so much good stuff that Ben
and Brendon did and changed the way
we look at the game and see the game.”

McCullum inspired Stokes to make
England play with flair and power, but
that approach did not work against
Australiaand India.

Atkinson left out of the second Test
against the Black Caps after breaking
ateam curfew inanightclub incident.

Root, a more conservative figure
than the brash Stokes, plans to be
stricter in histime as captain, without
indicating if that will include off-field
behaviour.

“I've benefitted hugely from thatasa
player so to think we have to start all
over again would be wrong. But there
are areas we want to sharpen up a lit-

When Alli Schroder first saw “A
League of Their Own”—a 1992 movie
based on the All-American Girls
Professional Baseball League—she
saw herself in the story on the screen.

“It was kind of motivating as a kid
towatch it because even though there
wasn't a platform for us to play pro-
fessional baseball when I was grow-
ing up, playing Little League and
youth baseball, like there was a vi-
sion that there could be,” Schroder
said. “And we're here now.”

They sure are.

The inaugural season of the
Women'’s Pro Baseball League offi-
cially began on Saturday when
Denae Benites and the New York
Heights faced Mo'ne Davis and the
Los Angeles Queens. The other two
teams in the league — the Boston
Huntersand San Francisco Firebells
—play on Sunday.

Each team will have 15 active play-
ers for the seven-innings games. The
15 regular-season games for each
club and the playoffs will be held at
Springfield’s Robin Roberts
Stadium, a historic ballpark that has
a seating capacity of 5,200 and
opened in 1925.

“What excites me most is having

compete against players

AYAMI SATO Japanese Pitcher

What excites me most is having the chance to

teammates, as well as Team USA players, and other {
athletes I've always considered rivals A —

In A (Baseball)

League of Their Own’

WPBL looking for longevity as players take the
field amid rising popularity for women's sports

the chance to compete against play-
ers who have been my teammates, as
well as Team USA players, and other
athletes I've always considered ri-
vals,” Japanese right-hander Ayami
Sato, one of New York's top pitchers,
said Friday through a translator.
“Being able to play against them in
thisleague is somethingI've beenre-
ally looking forward to.”

The opening weekend of the WPBL
marks another major moment in a
scattered history for women'’s pro-
fessional baseball in the United
States. The AAGPBL, which ran
from 1943-54, was
the first pro- ==
fessional ~
women’s
league in

who have been my

two attempts to start a

The Inaugural WPBL

from scratch. ustowherewewanttobeandreallycom-  England failed to win a Test series tle bit and become a little bit sterner
Rootwilllead England intheforthcom-  peting against the top nations consist- against either of their mainrivalsin with,” he said. AFP
the U.S. There were at least M——8" for Boston, and

Whitmore was selected

league in the 1990s, buteach Eachteamwillhave by San Francisco with
one was short-lived. 15active players the No. 1 overall pick in
The WPBL was co-founded for theseven- the draft.

by Justine Siegal, who be- inningsgames.The  “Weweretalkingearlier
came the first woman to 15regular-season  today, I was telling them
coachforan MLBteam with gamesforeachclub ye're a family now,”
the Athletics in 2015. And its Willbefollowedby  Whitmore said. “This is
play- ers, taking theplayoffs our new team, this is our
the fieldinan crew, all 15 of us. And my

era of unprece- goal is just to lead them the best way

dented populari-
ty for women’s
sports, have big
 (reams.

The fledgling
league gotalift

when it an-
nounced a me-

dia rights deal
with ESPN and
the Scripps Sports

Network to air regu-
lar-season and post-
season games in its
inaugural cam-
paign.

“We want to

make this thing

| last forever and ever,” Los

Angeles in- fielder Ashton

Lansdell said. “We want

this to become  theMLBof wom-
en’sbaseball.”

4 Lansdell, Benites, Schroder and

| Kelsie Whitmore were named team

captains on Friday. Schroder plays

thatIcan, bothonandoff thefield.”

‘Whitmore and the Firebells will be
managed by Matt Williams, a five-
time All-Star during his 17 years in
the major leagues. Former Boston
Red Sox closer Keith Foulke is the
manager of the Hunters, and former
bigleague infielder Eric Youngis the
skipper for the Queens. Rachelle
“Rocky” Henley, a former player
with alonghistory in women’s base-
ball development, rounds out the
managers with the Heights.

With only 15active players for each
team, the managers and their coach-
ingstaffs are goingtobe busy as they
execute their strategy for each game.

“When I saw them play down in
(Florida) this spring, it was like,
‘Wow. These aren’t women playing
baseball, these are athletes playing
baseball,”” Foulke said. “And I just
want to bring that passion to my
club, to the league, help build this
and just be able to go out there and
have a good time, put on a good prod-
uct.” AP




